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“What’s on the horizon?” – “Vision for 5 – 10 years” 

 

Calvary Lutheran Church and School will be a place that is intimately connected to the 

love and mission of Christ Jesus, excited to grow and serve in                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

His name, devoutly committed to prayer, fellowship, Word and Sacrament. The mission of 

congregation and school will be integral. 

We will be a worshipping community of 250 people or more each weekend. 80% of our 

worshipping community will be involved in some sort of Bible Study. These opportunities for worship 

and study will be available on weekends, during the week, through cell group ministry, and special 

emphasis times. 

20 cell groups or more will be in place. 

Calvary Church and School will have top-notch communication and PR practices and will be seen 

as a strong community influence. 

Two or more mission trip opportunities will be available each year and by year ten, a new mission 

plant (off site) will be established. 

The school will be at capacity (with a waiting list) with two of each preschool classes being offered 

as well as one Kindergarten. The Administrator and staff will be appropriately paid. A before and after 

school program will be in place along with our growing two’s group. 

Calvary Lutheran Church and School will be spiritually and fiscally healthy. Creativity in ministry, 

lay participation on all levels has become the standard, and our focus remains constant – connecting 

people to the love of Jesus. 

This vision is the result of 19 months with you. I have listened and observed. Let me know what 

you think. Let me know how you can help to make this vision a reality. 

Because of Calvary, our Lord gives us hope for a preferred future. RevDLW54@aol.com (412) 

601-0164 or (412) 856- 8187. 

 

In His Love and Purpose, 

 

Pastor 
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Baptism Birthdays  

 

Brandon Hoener         5-12-96 

Madelyn Ostapchenko        5-15-05 

 

 

National Day of Prayer  

 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

 

6:30 – 7:30 a.m.  Continental Prayer Breakfast at First United Methodist Church Annex 

 Prayer focus: Education, Church, Family 

 

11:30 – 1:00 Noon   Prayer service on Murrysville Fire Department grounds 

 Prayer focus: Government, military, media, business, Israel 

 Lunch: hot dogs/burgers, apple pie, beverage served from 11:30 – 12:00 

 12:00 – 1:00 Prayer service 

 1:00 – 1:30 p.m. lunch available again (no charge) 

 

6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Youth prayer service on Murrysville Fire Department grounds 

 Prayer focus: All inclusive, prayer at 6:30 p.m. for local pastors/youth pastors 

 

 

7:30 – 8:30 p.m.  churches open for prayer, if church chooses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth News 

 

The Youth Group is looking forward to a great summer.  We will be hosting several Car Washes, 

going to a baseball game, helping with VBS, and planning other opportunities to get together. 

Look for us the weekend of May 17

th

 and 18

th

 as we perform The News To Tell the Truth in our 

Saturday and Sunday (11:00) services.  

We are welcoming some bicyclists on June 1 and 2.  These 22 college students are biking cross-

country to raise $100,000 for cancer research.  The youth will help to prepare a dinner for them.  If 

anyone is able to provide a shower and bed for one or more of the students, please talk to Laura or 

Pastor. 

 

 

Thank You Note 

To the members of Calvary Lutheran Church, 

 

Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry sends all of you a sincere “thank you” for the generous Lenten 

offering. You are part of the caring community that is helping to feed the hungry in this area. Thanks 

also for the $20 from the sale of greeting cards. 

          God Bless you, 

          Judy Radcliff 
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Sunday School News

 

Dear Calvary Family,  

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not be in want ... (Psalm 23) 

With much excitement, our Sunday School traveled down the path of watching Jesus in His passion, His death and 

resurrection.  The Sunday School  lesson topics prior to last Sunday were: 

 The Passion of Christ 

 The Resurrection of Jesus  

 The Empty Tomb 

 Jesus Appears on the Emmaus road  

I am at a loss for words on how to summarize those things we covered in Sunday school.  Each story is so rich in 

lesson, and in and around each story so many important events were happening.  In teaching a class, I suppose what I 

remember most are the looks on the children's faces as they realize that Jesus did it all, gave even His very life for them. 

The topic of last Sunday was of Jesus, our Good Shepherd (John 10:1 -18, 23rd Psalm).  In a way this lesson put it all 

together.  I was blessed with the opportunity to lead the opening and, in my preparation; I carefully considered each verse 

of the 23rd Psalm.  The pictures God presents to us in those verses (and in the book of John): of His care and great love 

for us; the importance of us following Jesus; and Jesus as the gate to heaven, were pictures I wanted our children so very 

much to remember.  As the Shepherd leads  His sheep to the good pasture (calling them by name, knowing them deeply 

and the sheep hearing and know His voice, tending the sheep, protecting them, going after the lost, even would give up 

His life to save them), so also did Jesus lead His disciples, and so also does He lead our lives. In our darkest places, 

even in the valley of the shadow of death, He is with us, even carrying us.   

In the Sunday School opening, one child pretended to be a door and portrayed Jesus as the gate to heaven, and we 

all made a train marching around the room following one volunteer who portrayed Jesus and in the end marching straight 

through the child-gate, with two volunteers named Goodness and Mercy following close by.  

There is more I'd like to say, with other happening with teachers and children that day.  Perhaps next time :) 

We look forward to the Sunday School lessons ahead.  In these we see Jesus’ call to His Church the Great 

Commission, the great responses of His disciples to His call, and the birth of the Christian church. 

The Sunday School Events ahead  

     Scheduled events: 

            May 17

th

 (Saturday) and 18

th

 (Sunday), Youth will perform a play for Trinity Sunday as the sermon 

            July 7-11, VBS, "Friendship Trek: Jesus Our Forever Friend" 

     Planned but unscheduled events:  

 We hope go to the Sonshine kitchen and help fill the food bags for the people there.  

 We look forward to a presentation on Down Syndrome, and  

 Continue our support of Sara, our sponsored child from Brazil  

Thank you all for your prayers for Sunday School, for our children and for our teachers.  They are so very important, 

and our Sunday School has been blessed because of them.  As always, a BIG thanks to all the teachers, helpers and 

parents for your devotion to Sunday school and to our children. 

Thank you Lord for being our Good Shepherd.  May we always follow You.  

 Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  

(Psalm 23) 

 

Love, In Him 

Bill 
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