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UPCOMING EVENTS - MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS 

 

Check your emails for any changes in  

upcoming events. 

APRIL 2022 

VOLUME 2, ISSUE 4 

Calvary Communicator 

CALVARY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

4725 Old William Penn Highway 

Murrysville, PA 15668 

Phone: 724-327-2898 

Fax: 724-327-2878 

Email: calvarylut@clcs.comcastbiz.net 

Connecting People to the Love 

of Jesus 

Calvary Lutheran Church invites you to explore the 

love of Jesus. We offer many ways to connect with 

the love of Jesus  whether it is through traditional 

or contemporary worship, Christian education or 

church and community ministries.  We invite you to 

be a part of the journey to everlasting life and to 

know and experience the loving, saving grace of 

God. 

 

Calvary Worship Times 

Opportunities for Worship  

Sunday - 8:30 am 
Sunday - 11:00 am 
Monday - 6:30 pm 

We’re on the Web! 

www.CalvaryLCMS.org 

Check for all church events 

 Office Hours  

M-TH 8 am - 4 pm 

Friday Office Closed 

 

Elected officers, staff, and administration also 

need a time to worship, receive the Lord's Sup-

per, and study God's Word over the weekend. 

Please allow them to do that and refrain from 

business discussions during those spiritually edi-

fying times. Feel free to write a note, send an 

email, leave a message, visit the office during 

office hours, or otherwise let an Elder know of 

your needs and concerns. 
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As of this writing, I am celebrating 

our one year anniversary as pastor and 

congregation together!  I want to use 

this letter to reflect on the last year.  

 

1. The winter did not scare me 

off! 

 

Many of you have been asking about 

my feelings on the winter weather. 

Although, I, like you, am ready for 

summer, winter was not as bad I 

thought it would be. Poppy LOVED 

the snow, at first, then quickly grew 

tired of it. Overall, we all enjoyed hav-

ing four distinct seasons this year. We 

look forward to four distinct seasons 

for years to come.  

 

2. I have not accomplished all my 

year one goals. (sorry) 

 

I really only had one goal for this year. 

That was to visit with as many of you 

as possible. While I did visit with 

many of you, it was not as many as I 

would have liked. Once again, if you 

would like to meet with me at your 

home, in my office, out to lunch, or 

otherwise, please let me know. My 

working through the directory is cur-

rently on pause till after Easter, but I 

look forward to meeting with many of 

you this summer. (If you do not feel 

comfortable meeting with me that is 

okay. Feel free to send me an email 

saying as much.) 

3. Covid-19 is still a challenge 

that God will help us over-

come.  

 

I now that many of you have 

reached a point of comfortability 

with the current state of the pan-

demic. At least you feel fairly com-

fortable going out and being in 

groups of people. At the same time, 

some of you are still concerned. No 

matter how you feel about it, your 

feelings and concerns are valid. I 

hope that you are staying safe. Most 

importantly, I pray that you are 

trusting in God to get us through. I 

know that soon we will all be to-

gether again.  

 

4. I am excited for this new 

year, especially our devo-

tional opportunities with one 

another.  

 

The other goal that I have had 

(other than visiting with you) is cre-

ating more Bible studies. This year, 

we have a confirmation class of 8. I 

am excited to share the Bible with 

them. This summer, I am reinstitut-

ing the summer bonfire devotions 

that Pastor Weeks had led awhile 

back. I think these will wonderful be 

opportunities to grow in the word 

together. 

 

5. My goal for the years to 

come is to continue to 

grow in Christian faith 

together.  

 

I said at a Bible study the other 

night that a Christian is Humble, 

Generous, and Loving. I want us 

to continue to grow in our humil-

ity toward God and one another. 

I want to us to continue in our 

generosity that we already ex-

hibit. I want to continue to grow 

in our love for God and to share 

His love with others.  

 

Overall, it has been a good year. I 

am glad that you have shared it 

with me. I know that God has 

truly blessed our union together 

as pastor and congregation. I 

trust that he will bless it for many 

years to come.  

 

In His Service,  

Pastor Josh 
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Greetings in Christ! I hope everyone 

has gotten a chance to get out an enjoy 

the beautiful Spring weather we have 

had. Easter is right around the corner 

and there is no greater joy than seeing 

new life all around us to remind us of 

the new life we have in Christ. 

 

Next month, I will be hosting an 

event for the National Day of Prayer 

on May 5
th

. On that day, we will open 

our church up for members to come 

and pray for all of the different minis-

tries and outreach projects we have 

here at Calvary. If you lead a group or 

a ministry, I would like to know a lit-

tle bit about what it is all about to dis-

play throughout the building on that 

day. I will have forms available at my 

desk in the narthex for you to fill out 

regarding your ministry. If you could 

fill on out for me by Sunday, May 1
st

, 

I would appreciate it! Thank you in 

advance for all you do. 

 

VBS will be here before we know it! 

We will be transporting our building 

back to biblical times on June 6
th

-10
th

. I 

will be looking for volunteers and do-

nations very soon for this exciting out-

reach event. Please prayerfully con-

sider joining in this year! 

 

May God continue to richly bless you 

and your family throughout this 

Easter Season. The Him be the Glory! 

 

In Christ,  

 

Hannah Obermann 



CALVARY COMMUNICATOR PAGE 4 



Volunteerism  

 

Everyone seems to agree that volunteering is a 

good and needed activity.  Major organiza-

tions all over the world rely on volunteers.  I 

recently Googled volunteering, and this was 

the result, “A List of 13 Good Places to Vol-

unteer” 

 

1. Local Public Library 

2. Parks & Recreation Department 

3. Local Community Center 

4. Faith Organizations 

 

Ok, let us stop here.  You can contribute your 

time and talents to faith projects that also 

align with your values or service priorities, 

regardless of whether you regularly attend 

worship services or not. 

 

Have you noticed the people that are Elders, 

and members of Council?  Most members of 

Council have been so for multiple terms be-

cause others of the congregation are not will-

ing to step up.   Many of you volunteer when 

called to action like the, 

 

 Car Cruise 

 Easter Breakfast 

 Christmas Events 

 Meager Meals during Lent 

 

Assisting with these and other events is appre-

ciated by all, but we need full-time members 

of each committee to offer innovative ideas, 

help with planning and make sure each event 

is successful.  It is understandable with the 

mean age of our congregation being “just a 

little older,” and the fact that many have vol-

unteered their time and talents in the past 

that they are resistant to doing it again.  Some 

in our congregation, however, have NEVER 

volunteered. 

 

Why am I rambling on about this?  May is 

just 6 weeks away.  Our Congregational Meet-

ing will be sometime in the middle of the 
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month.  Ryan Lynch has been a productive 

Chairperson of Council accomplishing many 

positive things for our congregational good.  

Tom Kibel is looking for someone to work 

alongside of him so that the transition of the 

Treasurer will be seamless, which is what we 

want when dealing with the church’s fi-

nances.  Tom has done a stellar job keeping 

everything financial running smoothly.  The 

Elders have been working with only five eld-

ers for the last several years.  There should be 

7-8 elders for a congregation our size.  Every 

member of the congregation is assigned an 

elder.  This allows each elder to focus on the 

spiritual needs of the members assigned to 

them.  Elders are not elected by the congre-

gation, but the following positions will be up 

for election in May. 

 

 Chairperson 

 Treasurer 

 Board of Christian Education 

 Board of Properties 

 

Volunteering to help others is one way to try 

and be more Christ-like.  Luther taught us 

that we did not have to do good works be-

cause through “grace alone” we can be re-

deemed.  That still does not mean that you 

cannot or should not help others if it is done 

for the right reasons. 

 

“

In everything I did, I showed you that by this 

kind of hard work we must help the weak, re-

membering the words the Lord Jesus himself 

said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to re-

ceive.’” Acts 20:35 

 

Jesus was the first volunteer.  He taught the 

twelve apostles to live better lives and be-

come ‘fishers of men.”  He never asked for 

anything in return for those he helped feed, 

bring back from the dead, or heal.  The only 

thing he ever asked for was for those who 

knew him to follow him.  He even volun-

teered to die on a cross for our sins.  

Elders Corner by Andy Schifino 



“Connecting People to the Love of Jesus” 

 

Loaves and Fishes Food Bank - Thanks to 

all who donated to Richie’s food bank 

challenge. His project helped people in 

our community and in his college town. 

Thanks to all members of the congrega-

tion and to CELC families for participat-

ing. 

 

Loaves and Fishes Shopping Cart- Fill the 

cart with non-perishable food necessities 

and we will deliver it monthly to the 

community emergency food bank. Cards 

of encouragement are always welcome. 

 

Easter Egg Stuffing Party – Sunday, 

April 3 at noon, wisteria room. Your help 

is needed! 

 

Family Easter Event We are teaming with 

Hannah and the new Family Ministry 

Team for this years’s Easter Event! It will 

be held on Saturday, April 9
th

 from 1-3 

PM. Games, crafts, skits, stories etc. are 

being planned. The Easter Bunny has 

confirmed that she will be there again 

this year. We need you to help expand 

this event. Contact Hannah, Lori, Rose 

or Jess to see what you can do. Thanks to 

all who donated candy and eggs 

 

Palm Sunday breakfast between services. 

Starting at 9:00 AM and being served 

until 10:30. Clean up help needed as well 

as cooking, serving and setup. See Jess, 

Rose and Lori to help. 

 

MOS Food Bank Donation Our church 

has pledged 125 rectangle boxes of tissue 

and 125 bars of soap. Please help us reach 

our goal to help our community. 

 

Upcoming events: 

 

April 14
th

- Sedar Meal- 

May 5
th

- National Day of Prayer 

May 20
th

-Bonfire/Game Night 

(Also on July 15 and Aug 19) 

May 22
nd

- Sunday School Wrap-up 

June 6-10 VBS 9-11:00 AM 
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Please continue to support our ministries: 

Prayer shawl ministry- crafted with love, 

these shawls comfort those dealing with 

difficult situations. Women of our church 

work endlessly to care for others. Their 

gift provides peace and comfort to many. 

 

Blue Envelope Donations - Thank you 

for sharing your time, talents and mone-

tary donations to support our ministries. 

 

Greeting Card Ministry- proceeds from 

the crating of recycled cards goes 

monthly to different ministries that our 

church supports. 

 

Sonshine Community Ministries Soup 

Kitchen - This faithful group has been sup-

porting the soup kitchen for years. Gone are 

the days that they cook for the needy but now 

they serve and witness to all who need a good 

meal. 

 

Thank you for your support to this ministry. 

The months ahead are full of ministry oppor-

tunities as well as prayer needs for our fami-

lies.  Thanks for helping us reach out.  

 

Ways to serve and pray:  

 

Camp Time:  

Our week at Pine Valley this summer is June 

19-24.  Registration has begun. Be in prayer 

for new families as well as returners.  If you 

want to sponsor a camper it is $35 for 

kids /  $90 for our teens.  An investment that 

changes lives for eternity.  

 

Spring Cleaning : 

Looking for a small group or family  

who wants to come do some spring cleaning at 

Sonshine - small organizing projects etc.   

 

Pantry: 

Our pantry needs re- stocked for spring.  If 

your family,  business or small group  wants 

to do a food drive we could use the following: 

Cereal,  spaghetti sauce and noodles ,  Hearty 

soups,  pancake mix and syrup,  mac and 

cheese,  can fruit, eggs, dish soap, laun-

dry soap , or  Gifts cards for meat purchases.  

 

Grass Cutting:  

Looking for a few guys to join a team to cut 

our fenced lot through this grass season.  

 

Evangelism/Hospitality & Fellowship Update 

Adopt a Block:  

Now that spring is here,  we want to gather a 

few groups 1x a month for our adopt a block 

neighborhood ministry.  First Saturday of each 

month 11-1 .  

 

Next time is April 2.  We want to do a prayer 

walk around the neighborhood, as well as 

deliver some needed food to families and offer 

prayer. Getting a chance  to talk with our 

neighbors. If we had some extra hands to 

work,  we could do some small projects as well 

that we can line up ahead of time.   If inter-

ested please reach out so we can plan for 

you.  It is a great way to serve those that live 

right around Sonshine.   

 

Street Outreach:  

Our partners , the Dream Center have a weekly 

ministry to the homeless in Pittsburgh.  They 

provide homemade meals and prayer for those 

on the streets as well as needed supplies.  It is 

a great experience to show Christ's love to 

such a hurting group of people.  If your fam-

ily, or teen, young adult  group would like to 

participate we are scheduling groups this 

spring.  Please reach out to set up a date that 

would work for you. Sunday Evenings  7-9 

pm.   

 

Prayer needs:  

 

 A good wrap up to our Hang 5 program -

our last week is March 29  

 Monday meals are starting to grow in 

number,  as well as chapel time.  

 Families who are struggling to make ends 

meet and pay bills  

 kids struggling to keep up in school / 

stress in school in general  

 Addiction 

 Faithfulness to share the gospel and serve 

those in need  

 

Don't hesitate to call or email me regarding 

any of these opportunities or other things 

that may be on your heart.  

 

Thanks for partnering with us to serve 

McKeesport.  



CALVARY COMMUNICATOR PAGE 7 

Prayer Requests 

Lorri Nixon –- healing from leukemia 

 

Melissa Snelling - MS 

 

Jim Marshall - leukemia, friend of Iris 

& Steve Wutzke 

 

Cindy Bowers - stem cell working 

great, cousin of Wanda Kuehn 

 

Chester Klingensmith - in remission 

 

Mike Opina - cancer, uncle of Richard 

Hrivnak 

 

Jules Yancy - returning cancer, friend 

of Wanda & Terry Kuehn 

 

Melissa Crouse - lung cancer, friend of 

Wanda Kuehn 

 

Sherry - bone cancer, cousin of Ruth 

Greer 

 

Nicki Rethage - esophageal cancer 

 

John Zotter - pancreatic cancer, friend 

of Tom Harbaugh 

 

John Sondora - pancreatic cancer, 

friend of Karen & Jim Wertz 

 

Cathy Jones - metastic cancer, friend of 

Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Kevin - stage 4 cancer, neighbor of 

Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Alison Wojcik - returning of cancer, 

friend Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Lisa Hoverman - breast cancer 

 

Brad - kidney cancer, cousin of Lori  

Gulaskey 

 

Shari Nosbisch - cancer free, Carolyn 

Harbaugh’s sister-in-law’s ,sister in 

law 

 

Heidi Sembower - chemo for breast 

cancer, sister-in-law of Wanda Kuehn 

 

Christine Rehkopf - breast cancer, 

cousin of Paul Rehkopf 

 

Cliff Denholm - receiving immuno-

therapy 

 

Dave Alsing - receiving immunother-

apy 

 

Sandy Allen - stroke, friend of Wanda 

& Terry Kuehn 

 

Matt 32 yrs suffering from strokes, 

friend of Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Maddy Kevan - brain tumor, niece of 

Peggy Waybright 

 

Harry Fetsick - multiple health issues, 

father of Heather Kuehn 

 

Gretchen - hospital do to multiple 

health issues, friend of Sharon 

Hosaflook 

 

Mike - strength & healing from up-

coming heart surgery, father of Pat & 

Dave Jackson’s great grandchildren 

 

Tom - strength & healing from heart 

surgery, cousin of Ruth Greer 

 

Martin - strength & healing, brother 

of Tom Kibel 

 

Ian – strength & encouragement, 

son of Karen & Jeff Bishop 

 

Don Shirer - strength & healing 

father of Mark Shirer 

 

Stan Zarisky - strength & healing 

 

Ken - strength & healing, brother 

of Lori Gulaskey 

 

Gary - strength & healing from 

back surgery, brother of Peg 

Kibel 

 

Lee - strength & healing from 

broken ankle, son-in-law of Kathe 

Cassol 

 

Jake Garofolo - strength & heal-

ing from surgery, cousin of De-

nise    Roberts 

 

The Unemployed 

Caregivers 

Military Personnel & First Re-

sponders 

Mission Partners Shiprock, NM – 

Navajo Reservation 

Joel & Jen Shibata - Campus  

Crusades 

Sonshine Kitchen 

Loaves & Fishes 

Veteran’s Place 

Blackburn Center 

Concordia Lutheran Ministry 

 

Shut-Ins: June Neuman, Kitty 

Skaritka, Judy Nyssen, Gloria 

Batcher 

 

Please let office know of prayer updates 

and additions. 

Thank you 
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It has been a minute since I (Jenn) have 

sat down to write you an update.  To 

begin I want to thank you for your 

prayers, gifts and hand-me-downs for 

this newborn season!  Hope is over 15 

pounds now, she’s smiling very readily 

and is starting to show signs of being 

able to sleep longer at night.  Suffice it 

to say, even though we all adore her, 

Joel and I are pretty sleepy these days 

and have some back pain from carrying 

this big girl!  Thankfully our God 

never sleeps on the job, and has contin-

ued to reveal himself to our family, 

staff team and students on mission here 

in the Susquehanna Valley. 

  
During March, we are just about to 

wrap up our Valley-wide initiative of 

our “month on mission”.  This month, 

our staff team has come up with a daily 

calendar that prompts students to pray 

and act intentionally for the people in 

their lives that do not know Christ.  

Some days are days of prayer, some are 

days of asking classmates to lunch or to 

Cru, and some prompt them to take a 

step of faith and share the live-saving 

gospel message to someone (either a 

stranger or someone they are in a rela-

tionship with).  Finally, after a few 

weeks of this, our staff team has led 

several students on vision trips overseas 

to catch a glimpse of how God is mov-

ing in the world.  We would love 

prayer for students to take steps of 

faith to minister in our Middle East 

partnership and Puerto Rico in the 

near future.  I can say with gladness 

that our Middle East trip is currently 

on their flight home (after a snow 

delay...in the Middle East!) and our 

Puerto Rico trip just began.  Praise 

God with me that because of the Mid-

dle East flight delay, four national 

citizens were able to hear the gospel 

for the first time via our staff and 

students!  How crazy good is our 

God?  Please pray that hearts in these 

places would be won by Christ. 

  

At the end of March, we will get to-

gether as a whole movement to share 

specifically how God has worked in 

and through our “month on mission” 

and celebrate his faithfulness at our 

final “Valley Rally”.  We pray this 

would launch men and women in the 

Susquehanna Valley into deeper, 

more Spirit-filled relationships with 

Jesus and follow him into his plan for 

their summers and for their futures.  

What a privilege it is to serve him 

alongside you! 

  

 

Megan and our volunteer Mike with students on the vision trip to Puerto Rico during Spring Break  ! 
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April 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

2 

 

 

3 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Worship 

 

4 

6:30 Worship 

 

5 

10:00 LBS  

 

 

 

 

 

6 

6:00 Meager 

Meal 

(MBS 

7:00 Worship 

7 

6:30 Elders 

8 

 

 

 

 

9 

8:00 MBS 

1:00 - 3:00 

Easter Event 

10 

Palm Sunday 

8:30 Worship 

9:00-11:00 Palm 

Sunday Breakfast 

11:00 Communion 

 

 

11 

6:30  

Communion 

 

 

 

12 

10:00 LBS  

 

13 

 

14 

7:00 Maundy 

Thursday 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

7:00 Good  

Friday  

 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

16 

 

17 

Easter Sunday 

8:30 Communion 

11:00 Communion 

18 

6:30  

Communion 

 

19 

10:00 LBS  

 

20 

 

21 

6:30 Council 

22 

 

23 

8:00 MBS 

24 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Communion 

 

25 

6:30  

Communion 

26 

10:00 LBS  

 

27 

 

28 

 
 

29 30 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

  1 Barb Henry 

  4 Judy Nyssen 

  5 Nathaniel Cava 

  6 Priscilla Miller 

  8 Addison Kuehn 

  9 June Neuman 

11 Sandy Denholm 

12 Fred Reimer 

14 Flo Nelms 

 Stephen Colecchi 

15 Chuck Scafuri 

17 Diane Laurito 

 Kathleen Himes 

 Tim Greer 

18 Steve Wutzke 

 Mark Shirer 

19 Rhett Obermann 

21 Kelly Duez 

25 Andy Schifino 

27 Zach Snelling 

11 Cherie & Don Giles 

18 Pat & Dave Jackson 

24 Cathy & Randy Glasser 

Calvary Recycles 

> used ink cartridges for LWML Missions 

> paper recycling done by Shirley & Bill Zachar  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

April 6
th

 – 6:00 p.m. Meager Meal – MBS 

7:00 p.m. Worship 

 

April 9
th

 – 1:00-3:00 p.m.- Easter Event 

 

Palm Sunday Worship 

8:30 a.m. Communion 

Palm Sunday Breakfast 

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

 

 



CALVARY COMMUNICATOR PAGE 11 

KIDS PAGE 
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ADULT WORD SEARCH 


