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UPCOMING EVENTS  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

December 3 - Church Decorating 

December 4 - Blue Christmas 

December 7, 14, 21 - Advent Services 

December - 10 - Caroling at Concordia 

December 18 - Joyfest 
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Calvary Communicator 
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CALVARY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH OF MURRYSVILLE 

4725 Old William Penn Highway 

Murrysville, PA 15668 

Phone: 724-327-2898 

Fax: 724-327-2878 

Email: calvarylut@clcs.comcastbiz.net 

Connecting People to the Love 

of Jesus 

Calvary Lutheran Church invites you to explore the 

love of Jesus. We offer many ways to connect with 

the love of Jesus  whether it is through traditional 

or contemporary worship, Christian education or 

church and community ministries.  We invite you to 

be a part of the journey to everlasting life and to 

know and experience the loving, saving grace of 

God. 

 

Calvary Worship Times 

Opportunities for Worship  

Sunday - 8:30 am 
Sunday - 11:00 am 
Monday - 6:30 pm 

We’re on the Web! 

www.CalvaryLCMS.org 

Check for all church events 

  Office Hours  

M-TH 8 am - 4 pm 

Friday Office Closed 

 

Elected officers, staff, and administration also 

need a time to worship, receive the Lord's Sup-

per, and study God's Word over the weekend. 

Please allow them to do that and refrain from 

business discussions during those spiritually edi-

fying times. Feel free to write a note, send an 

email, leave a message, visit the office during 

office hours, or otherwise let an Elder know of 

your needs and concerns. 
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“In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God. All things 

were made through him, and with-

out him was not anything that was 

made. In him was life, and the life, 

and the life was the light of men. 

The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome 

it.” John 1:1-5 The Christmas 

morning Gospel reading.  

 

Words are powerful. Children will 

dance and sing that “sticks and 

stones may break my bones but 

words will never hurt me.” But tell 

that old song and dance to a child 

who was just called a horrid name 

and they will tell you they would 

rather have the stick. A foul word 

can ignite a war. A kind word can 

spark a marriage. Words can tear 

down and destroy or build up just 

as easily as the large, heavy, yellow 

machinery marked CAT.  

 

Which makes John’s words all the 

more impressive. John is not de-

scribing an ordinary word with 

ordinary power, but he is describ-

ing the divine Word with ultimate 

power. He describes the Word that 

has created all other words. He 

describes the word that creates all 

life. And that Word is wrapped in 

flesh for you.  

 

This is what makes Christmas so 

wonderful! Christmas is not just a 

birthday party for Jesus. It is not 

just a time for family and memo-

ries. It is not just a time to give to 

the needy. It is a celebration of the 

powerful and eternal Word of God, 

Christ Jesus our Lord, becoming 

flesh in order to give eternal life to 

you and me. This Word that was 

with God, this Word that was and 

is God has come into the flesh to 

speak his powerful word to you. 

This Word speaks you forgiven. 

This Word speaks to you eternal life. 

This Word spoke your salvation into 

existence. This Word is Jesus.  

 

There will be multiple times to en-

gage this Word and rest his healing 

voice throughout this Christmas 

tide. Starting in November we will 

have worship: 

 

 November 30
th

 at 7pm, 

Wednesday Evening Advent Wor-

ship. “Angels Are Sent” 

 December 4
th

   at 6:30pm, 

Blue Christmas 

 December 7
th

   at 7pm, 

Wednesday Evening Advent Wor-

ship. “Shepherds Witness” 

 December 10
th

 at 1pm, 

Christmas Caroling at Concordia 

 December 14
th

 at 7pm, 

Wednesday Evening Advent Wor-

ship. “Wise-men Worship” 

 December 18
th

 at 10am, Joy 

Fest, followed by a pot-luck.  

 December 21
st

 at 7pm, Les-

sons and Carols.  

 December 24
th

 at 5:30pm, 

Contemporary Worship. 7pm and 

11pm Traditional.  

 December 25
th

 at 10am, Tra-

ditional Christmas Day Worship 

with communion.  

 

Join us throughout this season as we 

celebrate the powerful Word of God 

coming to us in the flesh for our 

salvation.  

 

I pray that the Word will fill you 

with joy and life this Christmas sea-

son. I pray that you will be rejuve-

nated by his light that gives life to 

all mankind.  

 

Merry Christmas,  

 

Pastor Josh 
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Merry Christmas! 

 

The Christmas season can be such a 

busy time of year. As our calendars 

fill up with parties, church services 

and school programs it can be hard 

to remember to take a pause and 

remember the true gift of the Holi-

day season—the coming of our 

Lord. Remember to take time this 

year to meditate on the miracle of 

Christ’s birth and life—and the 

promise of eternal life through Him. 

 

We will be having a family movie 

night on December 16th at 5:30 PM. 

We will be watching The Grinch 

and having some pizza. This will be 

a drop-off event—if anyone would 

like to drop off their children to get 

some Christmas shopping done, 

please sign up at my desk. If you 

would like to volunteer for this 

event, please see me! 

 

The children will be rehearsing for 

Joyfest on December 11th during the 

Sunday School hour. We will be 

practicing a short skit. If your chil-

dren are interested in a speaking 

part, please let me know and I can 

get them their lines. They can also 

come on the 11th to receive direc-

tions and a part. All are welcome! 

Joyfest will be December 18th. We 

will have one service at 10:00, fol-

lowed by a potluck lunch. 

God’s richest blessings to all of 

you as we enter the Holiday sea-

son! We are praying that your holi-

days are safe and joyful and that 

your family is able to celebrate 

together in joy and love. 



Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good tidings 

of great joy which shall be to all people. For there 

is born to you this day in the city of David a Sav-

ior, who is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10,11 

 

 

Jesus was born in the dark of night. Ever since 

mankind fell into sin, it had been one long night. 

Without light from heaven, the souls of humankind 

groped their way toward the grave, generation after 

generation for thousands of years, without hope 

and with fearful forebodings. 

 

Some stars did light up the darkness: the promises 

God had given to the people of Israel. And there 

were some righteous and devout people looking for 

the consolation of Israel. The darker it grew, the 

more precious those stars became. 

 

Then one night, as some shepherds watched their 

sheep outside Bethlehem, the light for which they 

had been waiting finally came. The glory of the 

Lord shone round about them – and they were sore 

afraid! But the angel comforted them by saying, “I 

bring you good tidings of great joy. A Savior is 

born to you this night. Enter into the city and you 

will see Him yourselves!” 

Then the heavens were filled with angels who sang 

the joys of Christmas into the hearts of the fearful 

shepherds. In a single night everything had 

changed. 

 

Christmas fear and Christmas joy – the two have 

gone together ever since that first Christmas here 

on earth, As the carol states, “the hopes and fears of 

all the years are met in thee tonight, O little town 

of Bethlehem.” We can become fearful when the 

heavenly light shines upon us and shows how little 

Jesus means to us, how preoccupied we are with 

ourselves and with our own earthly affairs. Yet we 

recall that the Messiah was indeed born to save us 

from our sins! 

 

The birth of Jesus demonstrates that God is so un-

bounded in His goodness that He could not remain 

in heaven while His fallen children were perishing 

on earth. At the same time, His wrath toward sin is 
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so consuming that He could not touch His un-

clean children until His only-begotten Son had 

made atonement. If mankind was to be saved 

the Son must bear the iniquity of us all. To as 

many as receive Him, He gives the blessing of 

becoming children of God. This Christmas let 

us journey to His manger no matter how full of 

fear we are and no matter what it is that we fear. 

And let us rejoice and join in the heavenly song 

of praise, “Glory to God in the highest!” as we 

pray for peace on earth among men. 

 

Joyeux Noel! Feliz Navidad! A joyous and 

blessed Christmas to all! 

 

Bob Kemper, Elder 

Elders Corner by Bob Kemper 
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Evangelism/Hospitality & Fellowship Update 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Thanks to the generosity of our congrega-

tion, we have supported and blessed many 

during this Christmas season.  

 

Trades of Hope Fundraiser Trades of Hope 

is a social enterprise dedicated to elevating 

and empowering women & families around 

the world out of poverty & trafficking.  

Linda Jenkins is again graciously  using  

Fashion as a Force for Good™ with her 

Trades of Hope business.  20% of the sales 

through this “Instant Party” shopping link 

will be donated to Calvary’s Personal Emer-

gency Fund.  Also, as sales into this link in-

crease, Trades of Hope will gift “Days of 

Care” (job skills training, education & 

trauma counseling) at Elevate Academy to 

support USA trafficking survivors.  (Now 

through Dec. 9
th

, 2022) Party Link https://

bit.ly/CalvaryInstantParty 

 

Christmas Decorating Your help is needed!! 

We will be decorating the church Saturday, 

Dec 3 at 8:30 AM. Please join us and enjoy 

the fellowship.  

 

 

CHRISTIAN ART SHOW  

Our 46th Annual Christian Art Show fea-

tured 190 artworks by 118 artists including 

students from Redeemer Lutheran School, 

Mother of Sorrows School and Catholic 

School House home school co-op.   

  

The Popular Award, based on vote of visi-

tors to the show, was a tie between "White 

Lion of Judah" and "He Is Alive", both 

paintings by Santos Carolla.  "He Is Alive" 

also won Best of Show and both won a Com-

mittee Award. 

 

Calvary members who entered their artwork 

were Vince Abromitis, Kathe Cassol, Sue 

Kemper and Poppy Obermann.  Kathe and 

Sue won Judges Awards. 

Many thanks to all  who helped with this 

year's show and contributed to its suc-

cess.  The Lord has certainly blessed this 

community outreach project.   

Blue Christmas If your heart is heavy, or 

if you know someone is, we would love to 

have you join us on Sunday, Decem-

ber 4
th

 at 6:30 for an uplifting Blue 

Christmas Service.  Christmas can be 

a lonely and painful time for some who 

are grieving. It may be a difficult time 

to celebrate our Lord’s birth as we con-

centrate on our loss and difficulties, 

unemployment, and health issues that 

can lead us to feel isolation and depression. 

Come and receive encouragement to cele-

brate the days ahead, feel God’s presence 

and love, and join with others in blessings 

and fellowship. 

 

Caroling at Concordia Caroling at Con-

cordia will be Saturday, December 10 at 

1:30. We will again provide cookies and 

maybe small gifts. If you would like to 

donate gift items, please see Lori. 

 

Loaves and Fishes We are still trying to 

fill our shopping cart one more time be-

fore the end of the end of the year. Basic 

nonperishables are greatly needed. Soups, 

crackers and winter comfort food will be 

our focus this month. 

 

Our first Evangelism/Hospitality meet-

ing will be held on Monday, January 9 at 

6:30 pm. Join us with your ideas for the 

2023 year.  

Thank you all for your generous hearts! 

https://bit.ly/CalvaryInstantParty
https://bit.ly/CalvaryInstantParty
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Prayer Requests 

Health Concerns 

 

Lorri Nixon - leukemia 

Melissa Snelling - MS 

Jim Marshall – leukemia, friend of Iris 

 Steve Wutzke 

Melissa Crouse - lung cancer, friend of 

        Wanda Kuehn 

Jules Yancy – cancer friend of Wanda 

          & Terry Kuehn 

Lisa S. - cancer, friend of Wanda  

          Kuehn 

Jan - lung cancer, sister-in-law of 

        Patti Orlic 

Bob - prostrate cancer, brother of 

         Patti Orlic 

George - prostrate cancer, brother of  

         Patti Orlic 

V-Anne - endometrium cancer, friend 

         Patti Orlic 

Amy Hale - cancer, cousin of Rose  

         Shirer 

Cathy Jones – metastatic cancer 

Alison Wojcik - cancer, friend of  

           Sharon Hosaflook 

Sue Ann Anischenko - cancer, friend 

            Sharon Hosaflook 

Kevin – stage 4 cancer – neighbor of  

          Sharon Hosaflook 

Lisa Hoverman – breast cancer 

Marian - breast cancer, friend of  

        Annette Page 

Christine Rehkopf – breast cancer,  

        cousin of Paul Rehkopf 

Brad – kidney cancer, cousin of 

         Lori Gulaskey 

Nick – lung cancer, friend of  

         Bill Callaway 

Clayton Groff – Alzheimer, father of  

         Sharon Hosaflook 

Liz Chido - pregnant with triplets,  

         2 passed, 1 still fighting, friend  

         of Michelle Fisher 

Clarence Kunkle - St. Andrews  

       nursing home, brother of Debbie  

       Forschner 

Al Burkhart - pneumonia, friend of  

       Annette Page 

Phyllis DeSanty - aspiration  

      Pneumonia, mother of Sona  

       Adamson 

John DeSandy - sever back pain, father 

      Sona Adamson 

 

Strength & Healing 

 

Ian – son of Karen & Jeff Bishop 

Martin – brother of Tom Kibel 

Don Shirer – father of Mark Shirer 

Tom - cousin of Ruth Greer 

Ken – brother of Lori Gulaskey 

Cliff Denholm 

Ruth Reimer  

Carol Klingensmith  

Chester Klingensmith 

Lillian Lisenbigler 

Bill Limegrover –father of Lorri Nixon 

John Sondora – friend of Karen &  

         Jim Wertz 

J. Kris Demko – sister of Richard  

         Hrivnak 

Harry Fetsick – father of Heather  

           Kuehn 

Elizabeth Wiley - stepsister’s grand 

         daughter of Sharon Hosaflook 

Korey Madia - daughter of Gary &  

           Barb Hoverman 

Sue Schuler - aunt of Cathy Glasser 

 

Marion Harkema  

Stan Zarisky 

Frank DiEugenio 

Norma Hite 

John McVeigh, Jr. 

Delbert Atcitty & family 

Denise Roberts 

 

The Unemployed, Caregivers, Military 

Personnel & First Responders, Mission 

Partners - Shiprock, NM – Navajo Reser-

vation, Joel & Jen Shibata - Campus 

Crusades, Sonshine Kitchen, Loaves & 

Fishes, Veteran’s Place, Blackburn Cen-

ter, Concordia Lutheran Ministries 

 

Our Shut-Ins: June Neuman, Kitty 

Skaritka, Gloria Batcher, Ruth Reimer 

 

 

(If an individual has been on the list for 

more than a month they will be removed.) 

Please let office know of prayer updates 

and additions. It is time to update list. 

Thank you 

  

Health Concerns 

 

Family & friends of Dorian Carver  

    who was shot and killed in 

     altercation, co-workers friend of  

      Rose Shirer 

Barbara Callaway - relief of pain  

      in legs 

Greg Weeks - healthy recovery 

      after surgery, brother of  

       Pastor Weeks 

Benita Horger - recovering from  

       second rotator cuff surgery &  

        fell & shattered femur, sister  

       of Tony Laurito 
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As our family begins to prepare for winter 

(wrapping up sports, enjoying the last sunny 

days, LOTS of raking) we also prepare for the 

first semester to end on our campuses.  One of 

the highlights for me (Jenn) was hosting about 

20 of our student leaders at our home for din-

ner. 

  

One student, Ryan, was able to share how God 

had been working in his life from May through 

now.  Ryan went home to live with his sister 

(who at summer’s start was not walking with 

Jesus) and had a plan to “live in debauchery” for 

the summer. He wanted to “do what he wanted, 

when he wanted” and not prioritize the Lord.   

His mother, a strong follower of Christ, encour-

aged Ryan to serve his sister by “doing the 

dishes for her daily”.  

  

As Ryan began to faithfully serve his sister at his 

mom’s bidding, he was able to grow closer to 

her and God softened his heart. Not only did he 

attend church himself; not only did he invite his 

sister; but also several of her friends and others 

that joined them each week over the summer.  

In Ryan’s words: “It became the running joke 

that each week folks at church just expected me 

to show up with a new person”.  At the end of 

the season, not only did Ryan find himself 

closer to Jesus than ever before, but his sister 

had re-dedicated her life to Christ and left sum-

mer encouraged in the faith.  Ryan has since 

dedicated much of his time to leading his Penn 

College Cru movement, getting involved with a 

local church and applying himself spiritually, 

academically and relationally in the power of 

the Holy Spirit.  It has been such a joy to know 

him more and see God working in his life! 

  

It’s not lost on me how rare these stories can 

be in the midst of busy schedules, activities, 

lack of sleep, messes to clean, etc.  What a 

generous God we have to invites us to be 

involved in how he’s working in and 

through the lives of these incredible young 

adults.  It’s also not lost that it’s because of 

your faithfulness we continue to serve and 

witness to just how good our God is.  Happy 

Holidays, and may God be giving you com-

fort, guidance and vision this season. 

Student leaders from across the Susquehanna Valley having  

dinner at our house and casting vision for campus ministry. 
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DECEMBER 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

6:30 Elders 

 

 

2 

 

 

3 

8:30 Church  

Decorating 

 

 

4 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study/

Sunday School 

11:00 Worship 

6:30 Blue Christmas 

 

5 

6:30 Worship 

 

6 

10:00 LBS  

 

7 

7:00 Advent  

       Service 

8 

 

9 

 

 

 

10 

8:00 MBS 

1:30 Christmas  

Caroling at  

Concordia 

 

11 

8:30  Worship 

9:45 Bible Study/

Sunday School 

11:00 Communion 

 

12 

6:30 Communion 

 

13 

10:00 LBS  

 

14 

7:00 Advent  

       Service 

15 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

 

 

16 

6:30 Movie 

Night  

(Calvary  

Community  

Center) 

17 

 

 

18 

10:00 Joyfest 

19 

6:30 Worship 

 

20 

10:00 LBS  

 

21 

7:00 Advent  

       Service 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

8:00 MBS 

Christmas Eve 

5:30 pm, 7:00 pm 

11:00 pm 

 

25 

10:00 Christmas 

Day Worship 

 

26 

NO SERVICE 

 

27 

10:00 LBS  

 

28 

 

29 

 
 

30 31 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

  5 Heidi Nixon 

  6 Carol Klingensmith 

 Jessica Adams 

 Joe Gulaskey, V 

  9 Rose Shirer 

10 Mark Rayman 

12  Rocco Himes 

15 Jessica Lynch 

16 Jessica Shibata 

21  Amy Cicak 

22 Amber Emanuele 

23 Tom Kibel 

 Ruth Reimer 

25 JESUS 

 Lynne Conrad 

28  Melissa Snelling 

 Jeremy Cicak 

2 Barb & Randy Henry 

27  Carolyn & Tom Harbaugh 

28  Hannah & Pastor Joshua Obermann 

30  Kathy & Stan Zarisky 

Calvary Recycles 

> used ink cartridges for LWML Missions 

> paper recycling done by Shirley & Bill Zachar  
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KIDS PAGE 
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