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UPCOMING EVENTS - MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS 

 

Check your emails for any changes in  

upcoming events. 

JANUARY 2022 

VOLUME 2, ISSUE 1 

Calvary Communicator 

CALVARY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

4725 Old William Penn Highway 

Murrysville, PA 15668 

Phone: 724-327-2898 

Fax: 724-327-2878 

Email: calvarylut@clcs.comcastbiz.net 

Connecting People to the Love 

of Jesus 

Calvary Lutheran Church invites you to explore the 

love of Jesus. We offer many ways to connect with 

the love of Jesus  whether it is through traditional 

or contemporary worship, Christian education or 

church and community ministries.  We invite you to 

be a part of the journey to everlasting life and to 

know and experience the loving, saving grace of 

God. 

 

Calvary Worship Times 

Opportunities for Worship  

Sunday - 8:30 am 
Sunday - 11:00 am 
Monday - 6:30 pm 

We’re on the Web! 

www.CalvaryLCMS.org 

Check for all church events 

 Office Hours  

M-TH 8 am - 4 pm 

Friday Office Closed 

 

Elected officers, staff, and administration also 

need a time to worship, receive the Lord's Sup-

per, and study God's Word over the weekend. 

Please allow them to do that and refrain from 

business discussions during those spiritually edi-

fying times. Feel free to write a note, send an 

email, leave a message, visit the office during 

office hours, or otherwise let an Elder know of 

your needs and concerns. 
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What is your New Year’s Resolution? Is 

this the year you plan to lose weight, travel more, 

start a college fund, save for retirement, learn a 

new skill, or take up a new hobby? Or will you 

ignore the tradition all together?  

 

This year at Calvary, I resolve for you to 

join a Bible study. I would love for that Bible 

study to be a small group.  

 

A small group is a group of 6-12 people 

who gather together to study the Word of God. 

These groups may gather in someone’s home, at 

the church, or even a restaurant. When they 

meet, they usually have time to talk about social 

and personal matters while eating a meal or shar-

ing refreshments. Then, they open up their Bibles 

for a devotion. Sometimes they study whole 

books of the Bible and sometimes they study bib-

lical topics and ideas. A small group is a place for 

you to gather with Christian friends and grow in 

your faith with each other.  

 

To start our small group ministry I need 4

-8 small group leaders. Below is a list of qualifica-

tions:  

Small Group Host/Leader 

1 Need not be a trained pastor or educator, 

just a baptized Christian who wants to 

grow in their faith and knowledge of God 

and His Word.  

2 Must be a member of Calvary Lutheran 

Church.  

3 Must have a loving heart.  

4 Be able to host 6-12 individuals in your 

home or create a welcoming environment 

in the church or community center.  

5 Be able to recruit 5-11 friends or Calvary 

church members to join your small group, 

or ask for recruitment help from the pas-

tor or DCE.  

6 Be able to use pastor-written or purchased 

curriculum, facilitate discussion among 

peers, and keep the discussion relevant to 

the topic.  

7 Pray for all participants.  

8 Encourage participant attendance.  

 

This is something that you can do. You do not need 

to be a biblical expert. You do not need a library full 

of biblical commentaries or periodicals. You do not 

need to be able to perform miracles. You just need to 

be you.  

 The other thing that I need is 24-48 willing 

participants. I need you. Below is a list of qualifica-

tions: 

 

 Small Group Participant: 

1 Have a desire to learn more about Jesus.  

 

This is something that you can do. You do not need 

to be a biblical expert. You do not need a library full 

of biblical commentaries or periodical. If you don’t 

have a Bible, I will be buy you one. Just be you.  

 

 Bible study is incredibly important. Psalm 

119:105 says “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and 

light unto my path.” The Bible is the single greatest 

tool that God has given us to help us grow in our 

faith. It is a light, God says, to keep us firmly on His 

path of righteousness.  

 

 Colossians 3:16 says “Let the word of Christ 

dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 

another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, with thanksgiving in your hearts to 

God.” God’s word fills us, not only with knowledge, 

but also with joy and thanksgiving. The word of God 

is an amazing gift of us to share.  

 

 Please join me in this New Year’s Resolution. 

Pray about leading and joining a small group.  

 

Love, 

 

 Pastor Josh 
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Happy New Year! I pray that 2022 will 

bring you and your family many bless-

ings and great joy. I want to thank 

everyone who participated in our 

Christmas programming here at Cal-

vary. It was so wonderful to see so 

much participation from our congre-

gation at the busiest time of the year 

and to see the focus firmly where it 

belongs—on our Lord and Savior!  

For the Obermann family, the last two 

years have been filled with so many 

unexpected challenges and joys. 2020 

was a monumental year for everyone 

as we all adjusted to the daily changes 

of life during a pandemic. For our 

family, 2021 was a whirlwind of big 

decisions and even bigger transitions 

as we moved up here to serve at Cal-

vary. Though every year has its peaks 

and valleys, we are praying for a 

calmer 2022! I know that you have all 

seen challenging years as well. That 

many have lost loved ones, dealt with 

sickness or loss of income. The New 

Year will bring challenges as well, but 

I encourage everyone to bear in mind 

the words of Paul in his letter to the 

Philippians—“Brothers, I do not con-

sider that I have made it my own. 

But one thing I do: forgetting what 

lies behind and straining forward to 

what lies ahead, I press on toward 

the goal for the prize of the upward 

call of God in Christ Jesus.” We 

must cling to the hope of Christ 

and always bear in mind that God 

has good things coming to us.  

I look forward to continue working 

alongside all of you this year. The 

families of Calvary are such a bless-

ing to be a part of and to do minis-

try with. Please do not hesitate to 

reach out to me this year with any 

thoughts, concerns or ideas you 

have for family ministry. Peace and 

blessings to all of you!  



   When Jesus summarized the law by saying to 

love God completely, with all our heart, soul, 

and mind, and to love our neighbor as our-

selves, he followed with these words: 

 

   "On these two commandments depend all the 

Law and the Prophets."  (Matthew 22:40). 

 

   With this verse, Jesus was telling us these 

words are foundational.  One devotional writer 

called these verses "a trunk from which all 

things grow". 

 

   Our foundations help us to weather the 

storms of life, keep us safe, give us something to 

hold onto. Perhaps, like me, you increasingly 

have concerns trying to break through your 

peace and tempting you to leave your places of 

safety.  I find myself praying to the Spirit to 

help me, to give Him control, to pray more, 

keeping in continual conversation with the Fa-

ther and Jesus.  Have you ever noticed your 

times of unrest are when you stop speaking 

with the Father? 

 

   God's great love for us, His faithfulness to us, 

and our relationship with Him are founda-

tional.  It is why we would want to love him 

with all our hearts. 

 

   Jesus gave us a new foundational command 

when He said, "Even as I have loved you, so you 

must love one another" (John 13:34).  Fulfilling 

this command requires an intimate look at Je-

sus’ life and His love for others, and remember-

ing how he has loved us in the past and is lov-

ing us now:  how He has brought us joy in the 

depths of sorrow, how He has always been there 

for us, to confide in, to talk with, to give us 

strength, encouragement, and always hope, and 

how He has committed himself to fulfilling His 
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promises in our lives.  How can we imitate Je-

sus and share His love with others? 

 

   This is our constant reality: trouble comes 

our way not just from outside from within.  

Our sin is harming us and we are in bondage 

to it.  Our sin requires payment. Jesus would 

go to the cross and die for us to make that pay-

ment. He removes our sin and sets us free.  

God lives continually with us, seeks a relation-

ship with us, cares for us always, deeply loves 

us, calls us His children, fills us with His Joy 

and Peace amidst any storm we face in this life.  

One day He will bring us to heaven where that 

love relationship will be more than we ever 

imagine.  We have so much to look forward to 

beyond this life! 

 

 

   May your spirit soar to greater and greater 

heights as you increasingly discover how dear 

you are to God and how much He has lavished 

His love on you.  May you love Him with all 

your heart.  May you love others as He has 

loved you.  “May He continually pour His love 

into your heart through His Spirit” (Romans 

5:5). 

 

In Thankfulness and Praise, 

--Bill 

Elders Corner by Bill Zachar 
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Evangelism /Hospitality & Fellowship Update 

Have you read the sign lately? What sign?? 

Calvary’s signs on Old Wm. Penn and 

Route 22. Old Wm Penn always has our 

worship times and sometimes a special event 

coming up. The community reads and they 

sometimes show up for an event. Great out-

reach! The Rt. 22 signs are more thought 

provoking and inviting. I wasn’t sure how 

much until it was under construction. We 

took all letters off because they were sup-

posed to come and upgrade to a bigger sign 

with lights that work. Strange seeing blank 

signs. The community thought so also. 

Some people know I do the signs and asked 

what happened? They needed their daily in-

spiration and it was BLANK. Others were 

talking about us as if we closed! Well, I am 

glad to say they are back and almost perfect. 

So, if you have any cute, thought provoking 

phrases, we could always use fresh ideas. My 

favorite on there now is: “All we need for 

Christmas is your presence. “  At first I saw 

it as a clever way to invite the community to 

church this Christmas. Then I got hit in the 

head with a 2 X 4 and realized that all we 

need is Christ in our Christmas. So, no mat-

ter which way you interpret, it gets the 

community thinking and maybe one day we 

will be blessed with their presence in 

church. 

 

Thanks for all who came to sing at Concor-

dia Monroeville. They were so appreciative. 

We sang, ate cookies and gave everyone a 

small gift. And they gave us the biggest 

smiles. Thanks to Ellen Fetterman for the 

song books and thanks to Kelly Duez for 

accompanying us on the piano. They were 

also so grateful for the gifts wer donated to 

their residents. Thank you all. 

 

 

Sonshine Community Ministries was so appre-

ciative of gifts for youth and gift cards for 

families.  

A new batch of prayer shawls were blessed re-

cently. Thanks to the women who are using 

their gift to care for those in need. It is a won-

derful feeling knowing others are praying for 

you! 

 

Look for new outreaches in 2022. Join us! 

Happy and Blessed 2022, 

Lori 
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Prayer Requests 

Lorri Nixon –- healing from leuke-

mia 

 

Melissa Snelling - MS, cancer 

 

Jim Marshall - leukemia, friend of 

Iris & Steve Wutzke 

 

Cindy Bowers - stem cell working 

great, cousin of Wanda Kuehn 

 

Chester Klingensmith - in remission 

 

Mike Opina - cancer, uncle of Rich-

ard Hrivnak 

 

Jules Yancy - returning cancer, friend 

of Wanda & Terry Kuehn 

 

Melissa Crouse - lung cancer, friend 

of Wanda Kuehn 

 

Lori May - ovarian cancer, sister of 

Mark Shirer 

 

Cathy Jones - metastic cancer, friend 

of Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Kevin - stage 4 cancer, neighbor of 

Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Brad - kidney cancer, cousin of Lori 

Gulaskey 

 

Shari Nosbisch - strength & healing 

from cancer, Carolyn Harbaugh’s 

sister-in-law’s ,sister in law 

 

Heidi Sembower - chemo for breast 

cancer, sister-in-law of Wanda Kuehn 

 

Christine Rehkopf - breast cancer, 

cousin of Paul Regkopf 

 

Cliff Denholm - receiving immuno-

therapy 

 

Dave Alsing - receiving immuno-

therapy 

 

Sandy Allen - stroke, friend of 

Wanda & Terry Kuehn 

 

Maddy Kevan - brain tumor, niece 

of Peggy Waybright 

 

Martin - strength & healing, 

brother of Tom Kibel 

 

Ian – strength & encouragement, 

son of Karen & Jeff Bishop 

 

Don Shirer - strength & healing 

father of Mark Shirer 

 

Marion Harkema - health concerns, 

mother of Becky Abromitis 

 

Tom Brown - strength & healing 

 

Matt - strength & healing from a 

rare virus, neighbor of Pat & Dave 

Jackson 

 

Cindy Geiss - strength & healing 

recovering from complications from 

surgery, mother-in-law of Joshua 

Glasser 

 

Jim Wertz - strength & healing 

 

Harry Fetsick - multiple health is-

sues, father or Heather Kuehn 

 

Stan Zarisky - health concerns 

 

Ruth Greer - strength & healing 

 

Ken - strength & healing, brother of 

Lori Gulaskey 

 

The Unemployed 

Caregivers 

Military Personnel & First Re-

sponders 

Mission Partners Shiprock, NM – 

Navajo Reservation 

Joel & Jen Shibata - Campus  

Crusades 

Sonshine Kitchen 

Loaves & Fishes 

Veteran’s Place 

Blackburn Center 

Concordia Lutheran Ministry 

 

Shut-Ins: June Neuman, Kitty 

Skaritka, Judy Nyssen, Gloria 

Batcher 

 

Please let office know of prayer up-

dates and additions. 

Thank you 
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January 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

2 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Worship 

 

3 

6:30 Worship 

 

4 

10:00 LBS  

 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

6 

6:30 Elders 

7 

 

 

 

 

8 

 

9 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Communion 

 

10 

6:30 Communion 

 

 

 

11 

10:00 LBS  

 

12 
 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

15 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

16 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Worship 

17 

6:30 Worship 

Martin Luther 

King Day  

(office & school 

closed) 

18 

10:00 LBS  

 

19 

 

20 

6:30 Council 

21 

 

22 

Calvary Game 

Night 2-4 pm 

Calvary  

Community 

Center 

23 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Communion 

 

 

24 

6:30 Communion 

25 

10:00 LBS  

 

26 27 
 

28 29 

30 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Communion 

31 

6:30 Communion 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

  4 Annette Page 

  9 C. Spencer Ickes 

11 Rheita Fischer 

14 Judy Wilford 

15 Ken Wunschel 

21 Dave Hoff 

23 Sophie Colecchi 

27 Lisa Wunschel 

28 Amy Rayman 

15 Mona & Chuck Scafuri 

 

Calvary Recycles 

> used ink cartridges for LWML Missions 

> paper recycling done by Shirley & Bill Zachar  

THANK YOU 

Thank you so much for your Christmas gift! 

I, Hannah, and Rhett and Poppy are over-

whelmed with your generosity! Thank you 

for supporting us and our ministry! God 

bless you all.  

 

In His Love,  

Pastor Josh, Hannah, Rhett and Poppy 

 

Thank you so much for your generous 

Christmas gift! Have a Merry Christmas & 

Happy New Year! 

 

Blessings, 

Thank you for your generous gift! We are so 

appreciative of this. Have a blessed and 

merry Christmas and happy New Year!!  

 

Dylan & Staff 

(Janitorial Service) 
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KIDS PAGE 
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