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UPCOMING EVENTS  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Check your emails for any changes in  

upcoming events. 

 

June 6
th 

- 10
th  

Vacation Bible School 

JUNE & JULY 2022 

Calvary Communicator 

VOLUME 2, ISSUE 6 & 7 

CALVARY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

4725 Old William Penn Highway 

Murrysville, PA 15668 

Phone: 724-327-2898 

Fax: 724-327-2878 

Email: calvarylut@clcs.comcastbiz.net 

Connecting People to the Love 

of Jesus 

Calvary Lutheran Church invites you to explore the 

love of Jesus. We offer many ways to connect with 

the love of Jesus  whether it is through traditional 

or contemporary worship, Christian education or 

church and community ministries.  We invite you to 

be a part of the journey to everlasting life and to 

know and experience the loving, saving grace of 

God. 

 

Calvary Worship Times 

Opportunities for Worship  

Sunday - 8:30 am 
Sunday - 11:00 am 
Monday - 6:30 pm 

We’re on the Web! 

www.CalvaryLCMS.org 

Check for all church events 

 Summer Office Hours  

June 1st - August 31st 

M-TH 8 am - 2 pm 

Friday Office Closed 

 

Elected officers, staff, and administration also 

need a time to worship, receive the Lord's Sup-

per, and study God's Word over the weekend. 

Please allow them to do that and refrain from 

business discussions during those spiritually edi-

fying times. Feel free to write a note, send an 

email, leave a message, visit the office during 

office hours, or otherwise let an Elder know of 

your needs and concerns. 
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I want to plant a garden. I have a small 

garden box on my deck that I am cur-

rently growing tomatoes in. But I would 

like build a larger raised garden bed in 

the lower part of my lawn. I realize that 

gardening is not easy work. There is 

much to be done. Weeding, watering, 

fertilizing, pruning, harvesting, and pest/

animal control are all vital work to 

maintaining a successful, thriving garden. 

With all this constant work that needs to 

be done, it is no wonder that God used 

this metaphor to describe the work of 

the church. 

 

One of the most influential parables for 

my ministry is the “Parable of the 

Sower.” In the parable that Jesus tells, 

the sower scatters seeds of His word all 

over the place. The word creates faith 

which then encounters trouble. Birds, 

rocky ground, weeds, and a hot scorch-

ing sun become metaphors for trials that 

Christians face during their life in faith. 

The point of the parable is that God scat-

ters seeds of faith to grow in all kinds of 

soil, but only the good soil will end up 

producing fruit. We Christians then trust 

and pray that the Holy Spirit would cul-

tivate us into rich soil so that we can 

produce His fruit! 

 

This parable is influential to me because 

it reminds of the work that Holy Spirit 

does, that pastors do, and all members of 

God’s family are involved in with the 

community of believers. We are all gar-

deners of God’s church. We work to-

gether to cultivate the fruits for His har-

vest. Pastors may be the primary plant-

ers of the word, but every individual is 

involved in pruning, weeding, watering, 

harvesting, and the like. Every Christian 

has a role in cultivating the faith life of 

the church. 

 

I would like to sees us cultivating faith at 

Calvary inter-generationally.  One of the 

weeds, birds, or simply trials that Chris-

tians face today is that this current soci-

ety undervalues faith and acknowledges 

little authority from scripture. Intergen-

erational ministry allows you to share 

how you remain faithful while so many 

others have grown skeptical of religion 

and even Jesus Christ. Simply by sharing 

your story with other Christians can 

cultivate rich receptive soil that is capa-

ble of producing an abundance of spiri-

tual fruit. 

 

For our next bonfires, Bible studies, and 

servant events, invite your children, 

grandchildren, nieces and nephews to 

come with you. Let these times of food 

and fellowship be also a time of cultivat-

ing good soil. Because here is the bless-

ing, as we work by the Holy Spirit to 

cultivate good soil in others, the Holy 

Spirit is often using the others to culti-

vate good soil in us. Consider coming to 

the Concordia Monroeville Servant 

Event. I know this will be an event 

where the Holy Spirit is not only at 

work in the lives of the people at Con-

cordia, but He will also be at work culti-

vating us. 

 

Gardening is hard work. Church work is 

hard work. But we have a wonderful 

helper on our side. The Holy Spirit will 

strengthen us and renew us to his work 

and grow in His love. 

 

In the Love of Christ, 

 

Pastor Josh 
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Summer is finally here! Winter has felt 

long for me and my family this year, 

and we seem to have skipped over 

spring here in Pennsylvania! Neverthe-

less we are thankful to our Lord and 

Savior for the blessing of the seasons 

and we look forward to spending time 

together as a family this summer. 

 

VBS is coming to Calvary SOON. 

There is still time to sign up to volun-

teer or to register young participants! 

The dates are June 6
th

-10
th

, from 9-11 

am. Preschool through 5
th

 grade are 

welcome to attend so please spread the 

word! We would love to see a good turn 

out this year. VBS is such a blessing to 

the community and often it is the first 

time some children get to experience 

learning about Jesus and having fun 

with other believers. I know this min-

istry will do good things for the chil-

dren in our community and I appreci-

ate all of your prayers, denotations 

and time. 

 

I’d like to personally thank Karen 

Bishop and Cathy Glasser for all of 

their hard work teaching Sunday 

school this year. Their effort has pro-

duced amazing results in our children 

and Calvary is truly blessed by their 

passion and dedication to teaching. 

 

As things at church hit a slow season, 

we will begin making plans and cast-

ing visions for new and exciting 

ministries here at Calvary. If 

there is anything you would 

like to see happening with our 

youth and family ministries, 

please do not hesitate to reach 

out to me via phone or e-mail. I 

want to create programming 

that people of Calvary are pas-

sionate about! 

 

May God continue to bless you 

and your family during the next 

season of the year. 

 

In Him, 

Hannah Obermann 
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Dear Calvary, 

 

I write this article in advance of the 

May Voters meeting.  I wanted to 

thank all of you past and present for 

your assistance while I have served on 

Council.  I have learned so much from 

this role and appreciate all the friend-

ships I have made over the past 8 

years. Council has achieved many 

things during my tenure and countless 

people have helped make them hap-

pen. From purchasing a new building/

property, to renovating many items of 

the church, growing youth programs 

and calling a new Pastor, all have been 

great learning experiences and helped 

me grow in Christ.  My family has also 

grown and matured with the help of 

Calvary.  Our kids have learned pa-

tience (some), especially for the many 

many events they’ve had to attend 

early, help prepare and stay for 

cleanup. 

 

It has been a wild and crazy ride with 

many of our goals achieved.  I wish 

the new council all the best and look 

forward to continuing to worship and 

attend functions (maybe as a spectator 

for once) for years to come. 

 

God’s Blessings to all of you, Thank 

you 

Ryan M Lynch 



Acknowledging the Lord in All Our Ways 

 

   My goal as you read this article is that you ask 

yourself: “How can I acknowledge the Lord in all 

my ways?” and that you increase your awareness 

of the Lord being with you, more than ever be-

fore. 

 

   The following are two of my favorite verses: 

  

5

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

    and do not rely on your own insight. 

6 

In all your ways acknowledge him, 

    and he will make straight your paths.  (Proverbs 3:5

-6) 

 

  Verse 5 speaks wonderfully about trusting in the 

Lord and relying on Him, and paves the way to a 

message in the next verse that the Lord has for us 

all, that He wants us to always acknowledge His 

presence in our lives.  For me, I have strived to do 

this through prayer.  Not long ago, one devotional 

writer made me think of another way, an unspo-

ken communication.  It is to think often that the 

Lord is there with us, by our side, in all His full-

ness, caring for us, protecting us, and loving us.  

And to do this “in all our ways” means in every 

situation and every thought path. 

 

   Perhaps like me, the matters that weigh on your 

mind seem more numerous and heavier than ever 

before, as the world around us seems to be spiral-

ing downward.  We need the Lord to come into 

these situations. 

 

   When our minds start to turn in the wrong di-

rection, when fear or anxiety head our way, know 

the Lord is there.  When sadness pulls our hearts 

downward, when we hear of horrors of war, mass 

shootings, the Lord is with us.  When a bad mem-

ory flashes in our mind, guilt grips us, anger rises 

up within, when temptations come unannounced 

and quickly, as quickly think of Him there.  When 

we think of things we know the Lord does not 

want us to think and carry in our minds weights 

He does not what us to carry, He will carry them 

or give us strength to do so. 
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   For me, I have found many of these wrong 

thoughts get extinguished pretty quickly knowing He 

is there and helping me handle them. 

 

   In all these situations, the Lord always comes. He 

may come as a loving heavenly Father to his child, as 

the Spirit who talks to the Father for us, who whis-

pers in our ears to go here and there, or as the best 

friend in Jesus who promises to always be by our side, 

and comes to us mightily to save (John 3:16).  He han-

dles them all. 

 

  I encourage you also to increase your awareness of 

the Lord with you, not just in times of difficulty but 

in all areas of your life.  He makes our life richer for 

it.  The Lord is with us always.  What a wonderful 

way to walk through this life, with Him. 

 

May the Lord Bless You All, 

Bill Zachar 

 

Elders Corner by Bill Zachar 
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Evangelism/Hospitality & Fellowship Update 

“Connecting People to the Love of Jesus” 

 

We once again will be accepting donations for Son-

shine Ministries to help send underprivileged kids 

to camp during the month of May. It costs $35 for 

each child and $70 for each teen. Please mark blue 

envelops Sonshine-Camp. Last year they spon-

sored 50 kids. Thanks for your generosity. They 

will be attending camp June 19-24.  

 

On June 18, between services, we will be packing 

lunches for them to enjoy on ride to camp. See 

Lori if you would like to donate or help pack. 

 

Keep filling the shopping cart, keep crocheting the 

prayer shawls and keep blessing each other with 

random acts of kindness! 

 

May 16, 2022 

 

Dear Members of Calvary Lutheran Church: 

 

  On behalf of the entire Mother of Sorrows Commu-

nity Food Pantry, please accept our sincere thanks for 

your recent donation of tissues and soap to the food 

pantry by the members of Calvary Lutheran Church.  

It was a welcomed addition to the food boxes that the 

clients received from the food bank at the May distribu-

tion. 

 

   Due to increased inflation, we are seeing more clients 

at the food pantry and every donation is a valuable one.  

Many of our clients are our neighbors coming from 

Murrysville, Delmont and Export communities. 

 

  Although our methods have changed in the past year, 

your loyalty and support has not.  We have been truly 

blessed to have Calvary Lutheran as a partner in our 

efforts to serve the less fortunate in our community and 

for that we are most grateful. 

 

Sincerely, 

Louise M. Esposito 

Mother of Sorrows Community Food Pantry 
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Prayer Requests 

Lorri Nixon –- healing from leukemia 

 

Melissa Snelling - MS 

 

Jim Marshall - leukemia, friend of Iris 

& Steve Wutzke 

 

Chester Klingensmith - in remission 

 

Jules Yancy - returning cancer, friend 

of Wanda & Terry Kuehn 

 

Melissa Crouse - lung cancer, friend of 

Wanda Kuehn 

 

Sherry - bone cancer, cousin of Ruth 

Greer 

 

Nicki Rethage - esophageal cancer 

 

Nick - lung cancer, friend of Bill Calla-

way 

 

John Zotter - pancreatic cancer, friend 

of Tom Harbaugh 

 

John Sondora - pancreatic cancer, 

friend of Karen & Jim Wertz 

 

Cathy Jones - metastic cancer, friend of 

Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Kevin - stage 4 cancer, neighbor of 

Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Alison Wojcik - returning of cancer, 

friend Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Lisa Hoverman - breast cancer 

 

Brad - kidney cancer, cousin of Lori  

Gulaskey 

 

Michael Camp - terminal intestinal can-

cer, friend of the Schifino family 

 

 

Shari Nosbisch - cancer free, Carolyn 

Harbaugh’s sister-in-law’s ,sister in 

law 

 

Christine Rehkopf - breast cancer, 

cousin of Paul Rehkopf 

 

Cliff Denholm - receiving immuno-

therapy 

 

Dave Alsing - receiving immunother-

apy 

 

Maddy Kevan - brain tumor, niece of 

Peggy Waybright 

 

Harry Fetsick - multiple health issues, 

father of Heather Kuehn 

 

Gretchen - hospital do to multiple 

health issues, friend of Sharon 

Hosaflook 

 

Clayton Groff - struggling & declin-

ing from Alzheimer’s, father of 

Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Jean Orth – diagnosed with Atrial 

Fibriallation 

 

Tom - strength & healing from heart 

surgery, cousin of Ruth Greer 

 

Martin - strength & healing, brother 

of Tom Kibel 

 

Ian – strength & encouragement, son 

of Karen & Jeff Bishop 

 

Don Shirer - strength & healing fa-

ther of Mark Shirer 

 

Stan Zarisky - strength & healing 

 

Ken - strength & healing, brother of 

Lori Gulaskey 

 

Ruth Riemer - strength & healing 

from broken femur & pain 

 

J Kris Demko - health & healing, 

sister of Rich Hrivnak 

 

Carol Klingensmith - strength & 

healing form leg problems 

 

Ron Kettler - strength & healing 

from a fall, father of Amy Cicak 

 

The Unemployed 

Caregivers 

Military Personnel & First Re-

sponders 

Mission Partners Shiprock, NM – 

Navajo Reservation 

Joel & Jen Shibata - Campus  

Crusades 

Sonshine Kitchen 

Loaves & Fishes 

Veteran’s Place 

Blackburn Center 

Concordia Lutheran Ministry 

 

Shut-Ins: June Neuman, Kitty 

Skaritka, Judy Nyssen, Gloria 

Batcher 

 

Please let office know of prayer updates 

and additions. 

Thank you 
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Many of us are familiar with 2nd Timo-

thy as the Apostle Paul’s goodbye letter.  

In it he addresses his beloved disciple 

Timothy as he readies himself for mar-

tyrdom in Rome.  It is his last words of 

love, wisdom and encouragement.  

Verses 6&7 read:  

“For I am already being poured out like 

a drink offering, and the time for my 

departure is near.  I 

have fought the good 

fight, I have finished 

the race, I have kept the 

faith.” 

 These verses are often used by saints who 

want to encapsulate anything from a chal-

lenging, stretching season of faith, an ath-

letic achievement, or even a life.  They are 

words that make us reflect on how we 

spend our own seasons of life (as well they 

should).   

 

However, God’s word is deeper even than 

that.  As I considered the life of Paul and 

read his words before this, it gives more 

depth to their meaning: 

“In the presence of God and for Christ Je-

sus, who will judge the living and the dead, 

and in view of his appearing and his king-

dom, I give you this charge: Preach the 

word; be prepared in season and out of sea-

son; correct, rebuke and encourage—with 

great patience and careful instruction…But 

you, keep your head in all situations, en-

dure hardship, do the work of an evangel-

ist, discharge all the duties of your minis-

try.”   (2 Tim 4:1-2, 5). 

  

We just attended some graduation parties 

for some of the most faithful student 

leaders we could dream of as they cele-

brated a diligent and unprecedented sea-

son of their lives.  They faced everything 

“normal” the academic world had to 

throw at them, opposition to the way of 

Christ in addition to a global pandemic 

that dominated their college careers.  

Their constant faith in Jesus, dependence 

on his Spirit and on the fellowship of one 

another throughout had all of us on the 

Susquehanna Valley Staff team in awe.  

We are so grateful for the class of 2022, 

and their “work of evangelists” here in 

our area will be eternal.  It’s challenging 

to put into words our admiration and 

gratitude as we say goodbye with hopes 

that they will continue to lean on our 

Father in the next chapters of their lives, 

“finish the race” and “keep the faith”. 

  

Thank you for your faithfulness in part-

nership on behalf of our staff, our family 

and these students.  Your prayers for sal-

vation, faith and growth have been an-

swered!  Let’s see what God has next to-

gether. 

  

 

Autumn and Abby-two of our student 

leaders-celebrating their graduation 

May14
th 
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JUNE 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

 
 1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

 

4 

 

 

5 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study 

11:00 Worship 

6 

9:00-11:00 VBS 

6:30  

Worship 

7 

 

10:00 LBS  

 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

11 

8:00 MBS 

 

12 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 Bible Study 

11:00 Communion 

 

13 

6:30 Communion 

 

14 

10:00 LBS  

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

6:30 Bonfire 

18 

 

19 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study 

11:00 Worship 

20 

6:30  

Worship 

 

21 

10:00 LBS  

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

8:00 MBS 

26 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 Bible Study 

11:00 Communion 

27 

6:30  

Communion 

 

 

28 

10:00 LBS  

 

29 30 
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JULY 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

2 

 

 

3 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 Bible Study 

11:00 Communion 

4 

6:30  

Communion 

 

5 

10:00 LBS  

 

6 

 

7 

6:30 Elders 

8 

 

 

 

 

9 

8:00 MBS 

 

10 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study 

11:00 Worship 

 

11 

6:30 Worship 

 

12 

10:00 LBS  

 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

16 

 

17 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 Bible Study 

11:00 Communion 

18 

6:30  

Communion 

 

19 

10:00 LBS  

 

20 

 

21 

6:30 Council 

22 

 

23 

8:00 MBS 

24 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study 

11:00 Communion 

25 

6:30  

Communion 

 

 

26 

10:00 LBS  

 

27 28 

 
 

29 30 

31 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study 

11:00 Communion 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

  3 Bob Humbert 

  5 Jeffrey Bishop 

  7 Ryan Lynch 

 Gale Joscak 

  8 Michael Stanko 

 Jim Wertz 

  9 Hannah Oberman 

10 Jeff Forschner 

14 Dave Jackson 

 Charlene Hrivnak 

15 Carolyn Harbaugh 

16 Nathan Henry 

 Jillian Zachar 

18 Ed Joscak 

19 Julie Kuehm 

21 Ben Cava 

 Tiffany Giles 

28 Rick Riberich 

29 Barbara Callaway 

28 George Emanuele 

30 Ryan Himes 

14 Judy & Jerry Wilford 

17 Paula & Mrk Schade 

  9 Becky & Vince Abromitis 

10 Carol & Chester Klingensmith 

 Karen & Jim Wertz 

13 Gale & Ed Joscak 

16 Marty & Dave Alsing 

Calvary Recycles 

> used ink cartridges for LWML Missions 

> paper recycling done by Shirley & Bill Zachar  

  3 Chuck Stuffer 

  6 Chester Klingesmith 

14 Chris Holzman 

 Madison Wunschel 

18 Colette Hite 

 Cherie Giles 

21 Abby Rayman 

 Stan Zarisky 

22 Travis Himes 

23 Alyssa Rayman 

26 Dotty DiEugenio 

 Kathleen Himes 

27 Richard Nelms 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

  5 Barbara & Bill Callaway 

  9 Kathleen & Ryan Himes 

12 Laura & Dave Hoff 

14 Charlene & Richard Hrivnak 

27 Lori & Joe Gulaskey 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
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KIDS PAGE 
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