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UPCOMING EVENTS  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Check your emails for any changes in  

upcoming events. 

 

June 6
th 

- 10
th  

Vacation Bible School 

MAY 2022 

Calvary Communicator 

VOLUME 2, ISSUE 5 

CALVARY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

4725 Old William Penn Highway 

Murrysville, PA 15668 

Phone: 724-327-2898 

Fax: 724-327-2878 

Email: calvarylut@clcs.comcastbiz.net 

Connecting People to the Love 

of Jesus 

Calvary Lutheran Church invites you to explore the 

love of Jesus. We offer many ways to connect with 

the love of Jesus  whether it is through traditional 

or contemporary worship, Christian education or 

church and community ministries.  We invite you to 

be a part of the journey to everlasting life and to 

know and experience the loving, saving grace of 

God. 

 

Calvary Worship Times 

Opportunities for Worship  

Sunday - 8:30 am 
Sunday - 11:00 am 
Monday - 6:30 pm 

We’re on the Web! 

www.CalvaryLCMS.org 

Check for all church events 

 Office Hours  

M-TH 8 am - 4 pm 

Friday Office Closed 

 

Elected officers, staff, and administration also 

need a time to worship, receive the Lord's Sup-

per, and study God's Word over the weekend. 

Please allow them to do that and refrain from 

business discussions during those spiritually edi-

fying times. Feel free to write a note, send an 

email, leave a message, visit the office during 

office hours, or otherwise let an Elder know of 

your needs and concerns. 
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In last month’s newsletter, I used this 

opportunity to share my reflection on 

the year. This time I would like to of-

fer my hopes for this next year of min-

istry.  

 

Ministry starts with our mission 

which comes from the great commis-

sion. In Matthew 28:19-20 Jesus said 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations by baptizing them in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey 

all that I have commanded you.” Cal-

vary has understood this to mean that 

our mission is to Connect People to 

the Love of Jesus. I love this mission 

because it is so easy to do.  

 

There are three easy ways to fulfill this 

mission; with worship, fellowship, and 

service. Worship is where we connect 

ourselves to the love of Jesus. Fellow-

ship is where we connect each other to 

the love of Jesus. Service is where we 

connect others to the love of Jesus. All 

three of these are very important to 

the life of a Christian disciple. Every-

thing that we do as a church should 

have the goal of connecting ourselves, 

one another, or others to the love of 

Jesus. Everything we do should either 

be worship, fellowship, or service.  

 

With that in mind, I would like for us 

to be intentional about our ministries 

that connect people to the love of Je-

sus. I want to make sure that the 

things we have been doing will ful-

fill these goals and that the brand 

new ministries we do will be done 

intentionally with these goals in 

mind. Two of those ideas that will be 

starting over the summer are bonfire 

Bible studies and a servant event.  

 

The bonfire Bible studies will take 

place once a month on a Friday 

night at church and will start May 

20th. They will be an opportunity 

for us to gather together to worship 

as we study the Word of God, but 

they will also serve as a time to fel-

lowship with one another. We will 

be able to accomplish two of our 

mission’s goals.  

 

The servant event is still in the proc-

ess of being planned but will most 

likely take place in August. The idea 

that is being passed around is spend-

ing a 3 or 5 days serving at Concor-

dia Monroeville. Although we are 

still talking about whether this will 

be a viable mission or not and we are 

not sure what we might try to do 

there, the idea is that we would go 

to Concordia specifically to serve 

and evangelize to the residents and 

the staff as we fellowship with one 

another. Once again we will get to 

accomplish our mission’s goals with 

a servant event.  

I know that we will have other 

events that pop up like Bowling 

with the youth, New Member 

classes, Car Cruises, and VBS. I 

hope that we will work together 

to use these events to connect oth-

ers, ourselves, and each other to 

the love of Jesus. I look forward 

to all of them. I know the prom-

ise God made to those who fulfill 

His Mission. He said “Behold, I 

am with you always to the very 

end of the age.” 

 

Jesus promises us, His disciples, 

that he will be with us as we go 

and connect to people to the love 

of Jesus. He will connect us to 

Himself! No matter what we do 

or where we go, we will never be 

alone because we will have the 

love of Jesus connected to our 

hearts.  

 

In His Service,  

Pastor Josh 
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Thank you to everyone who volun-

teered, prayed and contributed to our 

Holy Week activities! Easter is such a 

busy but important time in the church 

calendar and Calvary benefitted so 

much from everyone’s participation in 

Lenten devotions, family Easter activi-

ties, the Seder Meal, Good Friday ser-

vice and Resurrection Sunday music 

and worship. 

 

Please join us at church for the Na-

tional Day of Prayer on Thursday, 

May 5
th

. We will have prayer stations 

set up from 9:00-5:00 so that we can 

pray for all of the ministries that Cal-

vary participates in. Pastor Josh and I 

will also be available throughout the 

day if you would like someone to pray 

with you or reflect with. 

 

VBS is right around the corner! Sign 

up to volunteer, or sign up any chil-

dren that would like participate online 

at https://vbspro.events/

calvarymurrysville Information for 

how to register is available at my desk 

in the narthex.  We are in need of lots 

of volunteers, so please prayerfully 

consider joining us June 6-10
th

 from 9-

11 AM. 

 

Once again, thanks for all you do for 

the ministries of Calvary. Our church 

family is full of so many talented and 

dedicated individuals and the commu-

nity is truly blessed to have all of you. 



Ascension celebrates Jesus' return to realms of 

glory in the skies; meanwhile we remain behind 

amid war, toil and sorrow here on earth.    With 

Easter so late in April this year, the celebration 

of our Savior's ascension is barely squeezed into 

the month of May.  While many Christians take 

little note of this commemoration of Jesus' de-

parture from earth, Paul exhorts the Colossians 

to "seek the things that are above, where Christ 

is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your 

minds on things that are above, not on things 

that are on earth." 

 

The ascension of Christ resonates with me for 

several reasons; some are perhaps somewhat ri-

diculous, others sublime.  One thought among 

the former items harks back to my teenage 

years, when my good friend Bill was a member 

of Ascension Episcopal Church on Detroit Ave-

nue.  It was a rather unremarkable church, ex-

cept that attached to the main building was an 

indoor basketball court, albeit a small one with 

a very low ceiling.  My "beautifully arched" 

jump shots would strike the ceiling if taken 

more than ten feet away from the basket.  Had 

there been a three-point line back then, it would 

have been irrelevant in the Ascension gym.  No 

way would any shot from that distance have 

had any legitimate chance of success!  It would 

have hit that low ceiling.  In recalling this I am 

reminded that all of us have a very limited, im-

penetrable ceiling to our lives because we are 

unable by our own merits to break through 

from this fallen world into the heavenly realms. 

 

In 1990, Sue and I accompanied her parents on 

their dream trip of a lifetime to Europe.  The 

itinerary was pretty much the standard two plus 

weeks, starting in England and then proceeding 

to the continent, and included the Oberammer-

gau Passion Play.  An unexpected highlight oc-

curred in the Piazza del San Marco [i.e. the 

plaza outside St. Mark's Cathedral] in Venice on 

Ascension Day.  In addition to  the marvelous 

artwork and history at San Marco, there is a 

clock several stories up on the side of an adja-

cent building.  Ascension is the only day during 

the year [or so we tourists were told] when the 

clock's normal sounding of the hours of day is 

augmented by the setting into motion of an in-
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tricate mechanical Biblical scene.  When the an-

cient gears were revved up, the sculpture in mo-

tion was a marvelous complement to the splendor 

of San Marco itself. 

 

 At Ascension Jesus ascended to claim His throne, 

to intercede for us, His brothers and sisters, and to 

send the Holy Spirit to us.  God in human flesh 

was gone with a shout and much to the bewilder-

ment of His disciples.  The words of the angels pre-

sent there as interpreted by the ancient hymn 

writer Venerable Bede follow: 

 

"You see Him now, ascending high, up to the por-

tals of the sky.  Alleluia!            Hereafter Jesus 

you shall see returning in great majesty.  Alleluia!" 

 

The Bede then concludes his hymn with this dox-

ology: 

 

"O risen Christ, ascended Lord, all praise to You 

let earth accord.   Alleluia!              You are, while 

endless ages run, with Father and with Spirit one.  

Alleluia!" 

 

Ascension provides a brief glimpse of the promised 

land that will one day be ours through faith by the 

grace of God.  So let all of us at Calvary focus on 

things above and together with the apostle Paul 

"carry on toward the goal for the prize of the up-

ward call of God in Christ Jesus," connecting peo-

ple to love of Jesus. 

I will conclude by quoting from modern day song 

writer Chris Tomlin's "Forever": 

"Give thanks to the Lord our God and King; His 

love endures forever.  For He is good, He is above 

all things; His love endures forever.  Sing praise, 

sing praise." 

 

"From the rising to the setting sun, His love en-

dures forever.  And by the grace of God we will 

carry on; His love endures forever.  Forever God is 

faithful, forever God is strong, forever God is with 

us, forever.  Forever!" 

 

A happy and blessed Ascension Day [May 26, 2022] 

to all!            Bob Kemper 

Elders Corner by Bob Kemper 
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Evangelism/Hospitality & Fellowship Update 

“Connecting People to the Love of Jesus” 

 

Read this recently and knew that I had to share. 

It perfectly describes how I would like each of 

us to be and see yourselves. 

 

You are God’s handiwork: Blessed to bless. 

Loved to love. In serving you grow increasingly 

like your Savior-the one who served and died 

for you.  

 

In April, you were challenged to give of your-

selves for others. Thanks who all made Wednes-

day evening meals, donated to, and served at 

the Easter Egg Event, contributed to Palm Sun-

day breakfast, donated to MOS food bank, filled 

the shopping cart, crocheted prayer shawls, 

prayed for the sick and needy, served in worship 

by greeting, ushering, reading, singing, welcom-

ing guests. It is so nice being back to almost 

“normal”! Thank you all for connecting people 

to the love of God. 

 

We once again will be accepting donations for 

Sonshine Ministries to help send underprivi-

leged kids to camp during the month of May. It 

costs $35 for each child and $70 for each teen. 

Please mark blue envelops Sonshine-Camp. Last 

year they sponsored 50 kids. Thanks for your 

generosity. They will be attending camp June 19

-24.  

 

On June 18, between services, we will be pack-

ing lunches for them to enjoy on ride to camp. 

See Lori if you would like to donate or help 

pack. 

 

Keep filling the shopping cart, keep crocheting 

the prayer shawls and keep blessing each other 

with random acts of kindness! 

 

 

 

 

 

National Day of Prayer (NDP): A Day to Exalt 

the Lord 

 

The Delmont/Export/Murrysville area will 

celebrate the National Day of Prayer on Thurs-

day, May 5
th

 at the Delmont VFD Hall from 7 

to 8:30pm. All are invited to this local event 

sponsored by the churches of Delmont, Export 

and Murrysville. 

 

Dependence on God and prayer has a long his-

tory in America. In 1775, the First Continental 

Congress allocated a time of prayer asking for 

God’s guidance in forming a new nation.  Abra-

ham Lincoln called for a time of repentance and 

prayer in 1873.  In 1952, President Harry S. 

Truman signed into law a National Day of 

Prayer to be observed annually. 

 

This year’s national theme is “EXALT THE 

LORD WHO HAS ESTABLISHED US” based 

on Colossians 2:6-7. We call upon God to move 

through us in our nation by prayer. Specifically, 

the NDP prays for 7 areas: family, church, busi-

ness, education, military, government, and arts/

entertainment/media. Prayer brings people to-

gether and builds harmony among our commu-

nities.  

 

In addition to prayer led by pastors and layper-

sons in our community, there will be a presenta-

tion of the flag, the pledge of allegiance and 

worship music.  

 

The local NDP committee invites all those who 

love our country and are thankful for the bless-

ings that God has given to this great nation to 

join us on May 5
th 

from 7 to 8:30pm. We will lift 

our nation and one another in prayer at the 

Delmont VFD located at 2360 Rt 66, Delmont, 

PA 15626. If you would like further informa-

tion or would like to volunteer to help, please 

contact Helen Elliott, magnrgy@msn.com or 

Fran Jolayemi jewelseverafter@gmail.com.  We 

hope to see you there! 

 

 

mailto:magnrgy@msn.com
mailto:jewelseverafter@gmail.com
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Prayer Requests 

Lorri Nixon –- healing from leukemia 

 

Melissa Snelling - MS 

 

Jim Marshall - leukemia, friend of Iris 

& Steve Wutzke 

 

Chester Klingensmith - in remission 

 

Jules Yancy - returning cancer, friend 

of Wanda & Terry Kuehn 

 

Melissa Crouse - lung cancer, friend of 

Wanda Kuehn 

 

Sherry - bone cancer, cousin of Ruth 

Greer 

 

Nicki Rethage - esophageal cancer 

 

Nick - lung cancer, friend of Bill Calla-

way 

 

John Zotter - pancreatic cancer, friend 

of Tom Harbaugh 

 

John Sondora - pancreatic cancer, 

friend of Karen & Jim Wertz 

 

Cathy Jones - metastic cancer, friend of 

Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Kevin - stage 4 cancer, neighbor of 

Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Alison Wojcik - returning of cancer, 

friend Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Lisa Hoverman - breast cancer 

 

Brad - kidney cancer, cousin of Lori  

Gulaskey 

 

Shari Nosbisch - cancer free, Carolyn 

Harbaugh’s sister-in-law’s ,sister in law 

 

Christine Rehkopf - breast cancer, 

cousin of Paul Rehkopf 

 

Cliff Denholm - receiving immuno-

therapy 

 

Dave Alsing - receiving immunother-

apy 

 

Maddy Kevan - brain tumor, niece of 

Peggy Waybright 

 

Skip Rovesti - stroke , father of Lori 

Gulaskey 

 

Harry Fetsick - multiple health issues, 

father of Heather Kuehn 

 

Gretchen - hospital do to multiple 

health issues, friend of Sharon 

Hosaflook 

 

Clayton Groff - struggling & declin-

ing from Alzheimer’s, father of 

Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Jean Orth – diagnosed with Atrial 

Fibriallation 

 

Tom - strength & healing from heart 

surgery, cousin of Ruth Greer 

 

Martin - strength & healing, brother 

of Tom Kibel 

 

Ian – strength & encouragement, son 

of Karen & Jeff Bishop 

 

Don Shirer - strength & healing fa-

ther of Mark Shirer 

 

Stan Zarisky - strength & healing 

 

Ken - strength & healing, brother of 

Lori Gulaskey 

 

Ruth Riemer - strength & healing 

from broken femur & pain 

 

J Kris Demko - health & healing, 

sister of Rich Hrivnak 

 

Carol Klingensmith - strength & 

healing form leg problems 

 

The Unemployed 

Caregivers 

Military Personnel & First Re-

sponders 

Mission Partners Shiprock, NM – 

Navajo Reservation 

Joel & Jen Shibata - Campus  

Crusades 

Sonshine Kitchen 

Loaves & Fishes 

Veteran’s Place 

Blackburn Center 

Concordia Lutheran Ministry 

 

Shut-Ins: June Neuman, Kitty 

Skaritka, Judy Nyssen, Gloria 

Batcher 

 

Please let office know of prayer updates 

and additions. 

Thank you 
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Every April we gather our student leaders 

in Cru to plan for August.  Why?  Be-

cause August is one of the most impor-

tant times of the college ministry calen-

dar.  It’s when we are trying to reach and 

gather as many freshman students as we 

can.  Our hope is that Cru’s name be-

comes recognizable on campus and that 

freshman that want to get involved with a 

Christian group gets a personal invitation 

from us.  We will do things like offering a 

slice of pizza for a filled out spiritual sur-

vey; give away Cru pens, sunglasses, sta-

dium cups at student org fairs; help fresh-

man find their classrooms in confusing 

buildings on campus, etc.  As a campus 

minister with Cru, I know that the health 

of our movement in the future is based on 

how well we reach freshman now.  And 

so, we take time in April to plan, to pray 

to brainstorm and trust the Lord together 

for opportunities to reach students that 

we’ve never met before. 

 

This past weekend we hosted about 25 

student leaders from Penn College, 

Bloomsburg and Misericordia at our 

house.  It was such an encouraging time 

for me personally.  It’s been quite some 

time since we’ve been able to have this 

many students over and it was great to be 

able to connect and dream with them 

about what God might do in the fall.  

We’d love your prayers over our planning 

and calendar.  We can plan all we want 

but unless the Lord is with us, it will 

not amount to anything. 

 

I’m writing today on Good Friday and 

can’t help but be thankful to the Lord 

for all that He’s done for me.  He will-

ingly laid His life down so that I could 

have Life.  Jesus bore the weight of my 

sin so that I could be sinless before the 

Father.  This is at the heart of all we do.  

We want every student on every cam-

pus in the Susquehanna Valley to get a 

chance to hear these truths and have an 

opportunity to accept the Gospel for 

themselves. 

 

Thank you for your partnership with 

us as we minister with Cru in the Sus-

quehanna Valley.  We would not be 

able to do what we do with-

out you.  Remember, He is 

Risen!  

  

 

Our staff and student leaders at our April for August planning meeting in our house. 
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MAY 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study/ 

Sunday School 

11:00 Worship 

2 

6:30 Worship 

3 

10:00 LBS  

4 

 

5 

6:30 Elders 

National Day 

of Prayer 

Event  

7:00-8:30 p.m. 

at Delmont 

VFD Hall  

6 

 

 

7 

 

 

8 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 Bible Study/ 

Sunday School 

11:00 Communion 

9 

6:30  

Communion 

10 

10:00 LBS  

 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

 

 

 

 

14 

8:00 MBS 

 

15 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study/ 

Sunday School 

11:00 Worship 

June/July  

Newsletter 

Deadline 

16 

6:30 Worship 

 

17 

10:00 LBS  

 

18 

 

19 

7:00 Voters 

Meeting 

 

20 

6:30 Bonfire 

21 

 

22 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 Bible Study/ 

Sunday School 

VBS meeting 

11:00 Communion 

23 

6:30  

Communion 

 

24 

10:00 LBS  

 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

8:00 MBS 

29 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study/ 

Sunday School 

11:00 Communion 

30 

6:30  

Communion 

 

 

31 

10:00 LBS  
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MAY BIRTHDAYS MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

  1 Danielle Cicak 

  3 Hayley Nixon 

  5 Jean Orth 

  7 Donna Eakman 

10 Mary Jane Schifino 

11 Kelly Stivason 

12 Jacob Gulaskey 

13 Jeffrey Snelling 

 Vince Abromitis 

14 Laura Hoff 

20 Caelan Lynch 

21 Joy Humbert 

 Cynthia Zachar 

22 Randy Glasser 

23 Scott Ickes 

25 Robert Humbert, Jr. 

 Ashlin Walker 

 Jerry Wilford 

26 Dylan Adamson 

28 George Emanuele 

29 Tom Nixon 

31 Bill Zachar 

  5 Sharon & Scott Ickes 

  7 Amy & Dave Cicak 

  9 Becky & Vince Abromitis 

10 Carol & Chester Klingensmith 

 Karen & Jim Wertz 

13 Gale & Ed Joscak 

16 Marty & Dave Alsing 

20 Rose & Mark Shirer 

Calvary Recycles 

> used ink cartridges for LWML Missions 

> paper recycling done by Shirley & Bill Zachar  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

June 6
th

 - 10
th

 - VBS 

June 10
th

 - Bonfire 
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