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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

January 20 - Movie Night 

JANUARY 2023 

Calvary Communicator 

VOLUME 3, ISSUE 1 

CALVARY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH OF MURRYSVILLE 

4725 Old William Penn Highway 

Murrysville, PA 15668 

Phone: 724-327-2898 

Fax: 724-327-2878 

Email: calvarylut@clcs.comcastbiz.net 

Connecting People to the Love 

of Jesus 

Calvary Lutheran Church invites you to explore the 

love of Jesus. We offer many ways to connect with 

the love of Jesus  whether it is through traditional 

or contemporary worship, Christian education or 

church and community ministries.  We invite you to 

be a part of the journey to everlasting life and to 

know and experience the loving, saving grace of 

God. 

 

Calvary Worship Times 

Opportunities for Worship  

Sunday - 8:30 am 
Sunday - 11:00 am 
Monday - 6:30 pm 

We’re on the Web! 

www.CalvaryLCMS.org 

Check for all church events 

  Office Hours  

M-TH 8 am - 4 pm 

Friday Office Closed 

 

Elected officers, staff, and administration also 

need a time to worship, receive the Lord's Sup-

per, and study God's Word over the weekend. 

Please allow them to do that and refrain from 

business discussions during those spiritually edi-

fying times. Feel free to write a note, send an 

email, leave a message, visit the office during 

office hours, or otherwise let an Elder know of 

your needs and concerns. 
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Thank you for a wonderful Christmas! 

Your love and generosity is amazing! 

Hannah, the kids, and I are very grateful 

for all of you! Thank you!  

 

2023!  I can hardly believe it. Every year 

seems to come and go so fast. I am sure 

you know what I mean. Every New Year, 

I think to myself, “Where did the year 

go?” Then, as I start to recover from the 

shock of another year, I wonder, “Have I 

accomplished all that I had set out to 

do?” The answer to that question is inevi-

tably “No.” There is usually something 

that is lacking from my goals. That one 

shortcoming increases the shock and sur-

prise of the New Year.  

 

This year, the source of the sting and 

shock that I feel as we enter a New Year 

comes from last year’s New Year’s Reso-

lution. If you remember, last year at this 

time, I wrote an article stating that I 

wanted to create a small group ministry. 

You may recognize that that has not hap-

pened. At least, it hasn’t happened in the 

full detail that I had outlined last year. 

But that is okay.  

 

It is okay, because one of my goals that I 

set to help us start small groups was to 

incorporate small groups into our Sunday 

morning Bible Study. We did that and it 

went well. And we plan to do it again. If 

you recall, that last Hannah and I led 

small group based Bible Study during 

lent. We studied six stories from the Bi-

ble of someone seeking forgiveness. We 

led a quick over view of the each story 

and then let you discuss them in your 

small group. It went well! We even had 

new faces join the discussion! 

We are excited to do it again this year! 

Beginning February 26
th

, Hannah and I 

will be leading a small group based study 

on the topic of your choice. Let me ex-

plain. In January, Hannah is going to 

post an online poll asking you to vote on 

a topic you would like to explore during 

lent. You will be able to choose from the 

following topics; Church Fathers, Mira-

cles of Jesus, The Sacraments, or Created 

in His Image. You will be able to access 

the poll through your email latter in 

January. Keep a watch out for it. Which-

ever topic receives the most votes will be 

our theme for Lent this year. And as 

added incentive, as we did last year, we 

will provide donuts as our Sunday morn-

ing fellowship breakfast.  

 

One thing that I need you to do is sign 

up. Sign up to be a table leader. You 

don’t have to have all the answers. But 

you will be asked to keep the conversa-

tion on topic. We will provide a study 

guide and you just have to read the ques-

tions. You can also sign up to be a partici-

pant in and help discuss the questions.  

 

So come and join us for Bible study this 

New Year. Before and after Lent, we will 

explore Romans. Then we will have an-

other topic to explore in the summer. 

And through it all, the Holy Spirit will 

be working to increase your faith.  

 

Happy New Year,  

  

Pastor Josh 
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Happy New Year! Whatever the start 

of 2023 bring to you and your family, I 

would like to encourage you to start 

the year with prayer and continue the 

practice day after day. Of all the resolu-

tions you can and do make this year, I 

hope you will take Paul’s words in 

1Thessolnians to heart and “pray with-

out ceasing”. 

 

For 2023 and beyond, I covet your 

prayers for our youth and family minis-

try programs. I am very excited about 

upcoming projects. In mid-November, 

I attended training in St. Louis regard-

ing hosting Servant Events. Our Con-

cordia Mission Team hosted service 

project to Concordia Monroeville this 

past summer, and our goal is to be able 

to invite youth and families from local 

LCMS congregations to join us in this 

type of service this August. We will 

begin working on planning this project 

this month and we need your help! If 

you would like to join this team, please 

contact me. We are very excited about 

what’s ahead. 

 

We will have a confirmation class on 

January 8
th

 from 1-5. We will be going 

over the second half of our look into 

the Old Testament. This class is aimed 

at students in sixth-eighth grade, or 

high schoolers if they have not been 

through confirmation training in the 

past. If you know a youth that is inter-

ested in learning about our Lutheran 

faith, please pass along my informa-

tion! We would love to have them join 

us. 

 

We will be hosting another family 

movie night on January 20
th

 in the 

community center! Join us at 5:30 for 

fellowship, food and a devotion. Pre-

school families have been utilizing 

these free events and it would be won-

derful for them to get to know mem-

bers of our congregation. All are wel-

come! 

 

I hope you have had a very Merry 

Christmas, Advent and Epiphany and 

that your New Year is filled with 

God’s grace and blessing. We are 

thankful every day for the people of 

Calvary. May God bless and Keep you! 



Title: Appearances and Realities - Truth in Our 

Troubling Times 

 

   Below are three stories which show a huge differ-

ence between appearances and the truth of what is 

real in troubling times, starting with the story of 

Jesus with Pilate. 

 

   Pilate asked Jesus “Are you the king of the Jews?”  

Jesus said, “My Kingdom is not of this world…”. 

“You are a King, then!” said Pilate.  Jesus answered, 

“You say that I am a King.  In fact, the reason I was 

born and came into the world is to testify to the 

truth.  Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.  

“What is truth?” retorted Pilate. (John 18: 33, 36-38) 

 

   Who does Pilate see before him in Jesus?  Dark-

ness had fallen all around Jesus.  He was plotted 

against, betrayed, beaten, hated, bound, and would 

suffer much more.  And the picture from our per-

spective is one of desperation and hopelessness.  

Surely Jesus was at Pilate’s mercy. Pilate was Jesus’ 

judge and the man who would decide on Jesus’ 

death. 

 

   But the reality was very different.  Who Pilate 

had before him was a King and He had armies at his 

beck and call (Mat 26:53, John 18:36).  Jesus was 

there because He wanted to be.  He was there to 

give a testimony to an incredible truth.  It was a 

truth Pilate needed to hear, as Jesus would soon 

give up his life for Pilate, and for us all.  And Pilate 

had a front row seat to watch it all happen. 

 

   The next story showing a huge difference be-

tween appearance and reality is that of Jesus with 

the two thieves on the cross (Luke 23:39-43).  Hang-

ing on the cross, the situation for the two thieves 

and Jesus seemed hopeless. One thief (like Pilate 

before him) would declare Jesus’ innocence (v41).  

But in reality Jesus carried the sin of us all.  He was 

suffering the consequences of our sin to save us all.  

And we know by Jesus’ promise that one thief be-

lieved in Him and His Kingdom and would go with 

Jesus into paradise. 
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   Then there is our story.  In these difficult 

times, darkness seems to be reigning. Fear and 

sadness are all around. More trouble seems to be 

added every day and this trouble seems to be 

winning. The situations seem desperate and 

hopeless. But the reality is much different and 

Jesus speaks His truths to our troubled hearts.  

God is in control and He is working. Jesus hears 

our prayers, our deepest cries, and shares our 

sorrow. He is there with us always (Mat 28:20).  

Our Heavenly Father and His Spirit are there 

also, caring for us, watching over us, holding us, 

giving us much strength and all we need.  And, 

as the Father loves his dear children, God is lov-

ing us dearly. 

 

   Trust in the Lord with all your heart (Prov. 

3:5).  In prayer, speak often with Him. Read of 

His promises in scripture, His words of hope, 

and remember them. Treasure in your heart the 

many times He has fulfilled His promises in 

your life.  He brings His Peace into our every 

situation (John 14:27).  In our brokenness he 

makes us whole again, transforms us, and He 

gives us a new life.  Surely, His goodness and 

mercy follows us always (Psalm 23:6). He is so 

deserving of our trust and our love.  Out of 

much love for us, Jesus went to the cross for 

you and me to save us.  He carries us through 

the troubles of this world and will bring us to 

our new heavenly home, into paradise to live 

with Him forever.  This is our reality.  To Him 

be all praise and glory and thanks, forever. 

 

Bill 

Elders Corner by Bill Zachar 
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Evangelism/Hospitality & Fellowship Update 

Happy New Year! What a blessing we 

have been to so many in 2022 and I pray 

that we will have many opportunities to 

grow from there. Thank you for your 

generosity during the past couple 

months with gifts to those less fortu-

nate. We have blessed many who needed 

it. But don’t stop now. Continue to pray 

for and reach out to those who need to 

see God’s love.  

 

Meeting: Have a mission you would like 

to bless? Come to our planning meeting 

on Monday, January 9 at 6:30 in Wis-

teria room. We will plan and pray for 

the upcoming year.  

 

Shopping Cart: Please continue to fill 

our Loaves and Fishes shopping cart. 

During January, let’s concentrate on 

soups, crackers, pasta and comfort foods. 

The Murrysville Emergency food bank 

appreciates our monthly donations. 

 

Potluck Success Our potluck luncheon 

after the Joyfest program was delicious. 

Thanks to all who attended and made 

their favorite recipes. Special thanks to 

Jess, Ryan, Rose and Mark who once 

again manned the kitchen. Our hospital-

ity crew is the best! 

 

Ladies Belated Christmas Party Tenta-

tively planned for Wednesday, January 

11. We need this to happen! Mark this 

date on your calendar and more details 

to follow. 

  

Boxes of Cheer. Please put in Lori’s 

mailbox the names of college students 

and military. We will be putting this 

back on our 2023 schedule so we need to 

start planning now.  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Is here for you. 

 

While loving hands are knitting or cro-

cheting the shawls, prayers are said on 

behalf of the recipient.  If you know of 

someone who is going through a difficult 

time and in need of a special touch from 

our Lord, speak to Ruth Greer, Sue 

Kemper, Pastor or any member of the 

ministry.  

Here are a number of thank you notes 

received recently:    

"Dear Calvary Sisters in Christ,  Want to 

thank you so much for the beautiful and 

comforting shawl that I received from all 

of you.  It will continue to bring me the 

reminder of your prayers that strengthen 

me even when I have none of my 

own.  You are all a blessing to me.  In 

Christian Love, Gloria"  

"Yesterday I received the shawl made for 

me by the Prayer Shawl Ministry of Cal-

vary Lutheran Church.  The shawl is 

wonderful and just in time to help thru a 

cold winter.  I am not sure how many 

members are in the group but I sincerely 

thank each one.  Trusting in the 

Lord.  Thanks again, Jim"  

"Dear Calvary Family,  Thank you so 

much for the lovely prayer shawl.  I 

really appreciate your loving concern, 

prayers, good thoughts and cards,  Please 

keep me in your continued 

prayers.  Thank you!!  Sincerely, Denise"  

"Thank you so much for the beautiful 

prayer shawl.  I love it and am so appre-

ciative. Love, Lorri"  
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Prayer Requests 

Health Concerns 

 

Lorri Nixon - leukemia 

Melissa Snelling - MS 

Jim Marshall – leukemia, friend of Iris 

 Steve Wutzke 

Melissa Crouse - lung cancer, friend of 

        Wanda Kuehn 

Jules Yancy – cancer friend of Wanda 

          & Terry Kuehn 

Lisa S. - cancer, friend of Wanda  

          Kuehn 

Kelly - cancer, friend of Michelle  

          Fischer 

Kevin Williams - cancer, friend of 

          Michelle Fischer 

Jane - lung cancer, sister-in-law of 

        Patti Orlic 

Bob - prostrate cancer, brother of 

         Patti Orlic 

George - prostrate cancer, brother of  

         Patti Orlic 

V-Anne - endometrium cancer, friend 

         Patti Orlic 

Amy Hale - cancer, cousin of Rose  

         Shirer 

Alison Wojcik - cancer, friend of  

           Sharon Hosaflook 

Kevin – stage 4 cancer – neighbor of  

          Sharon Hosaflook 

Lisa Hoverman – breast cancer 

Dr. Whiteman - pancreatic cancer 

         friend of Pat Jackson 

Marian - breast cancer, friend of  

        Annette Page 

Veda - cancer, friend of Karen & Jeff 

        Wertz 

Christine Rehkopf – breast cancer,  

        cousin of Paul Rehkopf 

Brad – kidney cancer, cousin of 

         Lori Gulaskey 

Nick – lung cancer, friend of  

         Bill Callaway 

Clayton Groff – Alzheimer, father of  

         Sharon Hosaflook 

Clarence Kunkle - St. Andrews  

       nursing home, brother of Debbie  

       Forschner 

Al Burkhart - pneumonia, friend of  

       Annette Page 

Liz, Anthony & baby Fiona -  

       premature , friend of Michelle 

       Fisher 

Pastor Knoche - leukemia, father of  

       Jessica Adams 

 

Strength & Healing 

 

Ian – son of Karen & Jeff Bishop 

Martin – brother of Tom Kibel 

Don Shirer – father of Mark Shirer 

Ken – brother of Lori Gulaskey 

Cliff Denholm 

Ruth Reimer  

Carol Klingensmith  

Chester Klingensmith 

Lillian Lisenbigler 

Bill Limegrover –father of Lorri Nixon 

John Sondora – friend of Karen &  

         Jim Wertz 

J. Kris Demko – sister of Richard  

         Hrivnak 

Elizabeth Wiley - stepsister’s grand 

         daughter of Sharon Hosaflook 

Korey Madia - daughter of Gary &  

           Barb Hoverman 

Mary Ann - friend of Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Jean Orth 

Marion Harkema  

Stan Zarisky 

Frank DiEugenio 

Norma Hite 

Delbert Atcitty & family 

Denise Roberts 

 

The Unemployed, Caregivers, Military 

Personnel & First Responders, Mission 

Partners - Shiprock, NM – Navajo Reser-

vation, Joel & Jen Shibata - Campus 

Crusades, Sonshine Kitchen, Loaves & 

Fishes, Veteran’s Place, Blackburn Cen-

ter, Concordia Lutheran Ministries 

 

Our Shut-Ins: June Neuman, Kitty 

Skaritka, Gloria Batcher, Ruth Reimer 

 

 

(If an individual has been on the list for 

more than a month they will be removed.) 

Please let office know of prayer updates 

and additions. It is time to update list. 

Thank you 
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CALVARY COMMUNICATOR 

JANUARY 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10:00 One Service 

2 3 

10:00 LBS  

4 

 

 

 

5 

6:30 Elders 

 

 

6 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

8 

8:30  Worship 

9:45 Bible Study/

Sunday School 

11:00 Communion 

 

 

9 

6:30 Worship 

 

10 

10:00 LBS  

 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

 

 

 

14 

8:00 MBS 

 

15 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study/

Sunday School 

11:00 Worship 

 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

16 

6:30 Communion 

 

Martin Luther King 

Day 

(office & school closed) 

 

17 

10:00 LBS  

 

18 

 

19 

6:30 Council 

 

 

20 

 

21 

 

 

22 

8:30  Worship 

9:45 Bible Study/

Sunday School 

11:00 Communion 

23 

6:30 Worship 

 

24 

10:00 LBS  

 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

8:00 MBS 

 

29 

8:30  Communion 

9:45 Bible Study/

Sunday School 

11:00 Communion 

30 

6:30 Communion 

 

31 

10:00 LBS  
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

  4 Annette Page 

11 Rheita Fischer 

14 Judy Wilford 

15 Ken Wunschel 

21  Dave Hoff 

27 Lisa Wunschel  

28  Amy Rayman 

15 Mona & Chuck Scafuri 

 

Calvary Recycles 

> used ink cartridges for LWML Missions 

> paper recycling done by Shirley & Bill Zachar  

2023: Upcoming event calendars are now posted 

outside office. Make sure you write in the dates 

for upcoming events. 

 

2023: Flower chart is up outside church office. 

Make sure you take the envelope to match the 

date you have chosen. Flowers must be paid in ad-

vance, for the order goes in the month before. No 

payment, no flowers. 
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KIDS PAGE 
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